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SEMI-CENTENNIAL  ANNIVERSARY. 


THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 


Board  of  Trade  Room,  Mercantile  Library  Building, 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  18,  1881. 


A MEETING  of  the  Visitors,  and  of  the  Executive  Board, 
and  Ladies'  Board  of  Managers,  of  The  Union  Benevo- 
lent Association,  was  held  Tuesday  Evening,  October  i8, 
1 88 1,  in  the  Room  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mercantile  Library 
JBuilding,  Tenth  street  above  Chestnut,  in  celebration  of  the 
Semi-Centennial  of  The  Union  Benevolent  Association.  On 
-  motion  John  B.  Gest  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Henry 
[  Bettle  appointed  Secretary. 

^  ,  The  Chairman  after  some  appropriate  remarks  in  reference 
J  to  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  stated  that  the  Secretary  had  in 
his  possession  a  brief  history  of  the  work  of  the  Association, 
whose  Semi-Centennial  we  had  met  this  evening  to  celebrate, 
and  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting  it  would  now  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  then  read  some  extracts  from  this  paper, 
which  will  be  found  printed  in  full  further  on. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  interesting  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Alexander  P.  Colesberry,  John  E.  Graeff, 
Thomas  Latimer,  Dr.  Dwight,  and  the  President  of  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Colesberry  dwelt  upon  the  long  services  of  the 
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Association,  and  paid  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  part  the 
ladies  had  taken  in  the  work,  and  closed  with  an  appeal  for 
co-operation. 

Mr  Graeff  was  eloquent  in  his  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  Society,  and  stated  that  one  of  its  chief  merits  was  the 
straight  forward  business  like  manner  and  order  with  which 
it  conducted  its  business. 

Dr.  Dwight  spoke  feelingly  of  the  Association  as  the 
mother  of  the  charitable  organizations  of  the  City,  and  of  the 
noble  work  it  had  done  in  the  past.  He  took  pleasure  m  at- 
tending its  anniversary  meetings,  as  he  was  always  edified  by 
tlie  proceedings,  and  gratified  with  the  character  of  the  work 
performed. 

Mr  Latimer  said  that  some  points  in  the  history  of  the 
work  were  worthy  to  be  remembered.  The  Association  had 
distributed,  in  round  numbers,  a  million  dollars  ;  over  200,000 
families  had  been  in  charge  ;  60,000  tons  of  coal  and  40,000 
tons  of  coke  supplied  to  the  poor  ;  that  it  had  been  the  al- 
moner for  thirty-two  dorcas  societies,  and  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  other  distributing  institutions,  but  that  its  great  work 
had  been  educating  the  masses  in  charge,  up  to  a  better  stand- 
ard of  morality. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Latimer,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  L.  Montgomery  Bond  for  the  interesting  history  of  the 
Association,  a  portion  of  which  was  read  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graeff,  the  Executive  Board  was  re- 
commended to  publish  it  for  circulation. 

After  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  J.  A.  Gardner,  relating  to 
the  work  of  the  Association,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

HENRY  BETTLE, 

Secretary'. 


'  Acts  of  Benevolence  in  this  life  are  interwoven  in  the  Duty  of  Man." — Motto  of  the  Founders. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL 

OF 

THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 

1831-1881. 


"  An  Institution  for  the  Encouragement  of  Industry,  the  Suppression  of  Pau- 
perism and  the  ReHef  of  Suffering  among  the  Worthy  Poor." 


THE  long  and  severe  Winter  of  1830-31  with  its  memorable 
frost  barriers  is  not  forgotten  by  many  persons  still 
living  in  Philadelphia.  The  City  was  literally  snowed  in. 
Drifts,  in  many  places  of  great  depth,  prevented  communica- 
tion with  the  country,  and  out-door  labor  was  mainly  sus- 
pended. The  poor  were  in  a  panic.  The  spirit  of  benevolence 
was  thoroughly  aroused,  and  the  Christian  activities  kept  busy 
devising  schemes  of  relief  The  emulation  in  good  works 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  several,  more  or  less  useful  socie- 
ties, among  them  the  Society  for  Bettering  the  Condition  of 
the  Poor,  whose  President  was  the  late  venerable  Matthew 
Carey,  and  its  Secretary  the  highly  respected  citizen,  now  the 
junior  Vice-President  of  the  Union  Benevolent  Association, 
Thomas  Latimer.  Another  one  was  the  Philadelphia  Benev- 
olent Society,  noticed  more  particularly  hereafter,  and  there 
were  others  acting  without  concert,  and  causing  much  con- 
fusion in  the  administration  of  charity  work  in  our  goodly 
City.    The  pauper  element,  so  common  in  great  communities 
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in  the  old  world,  had  not  up  to  this  period,  been  especially 
troublesome  here,  but  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  this  year 
were  producing  their  usual  results.  The  vicious  poor  were 
beginning  to  find  that  it  was  easier  to  live  by  begging  than  by 
work,  and  pauperizing  tendencies  were  so  apparent  as  to  call  for 
new  modes  of  dealing  with  poverty.    It  so  happened  that  one 

David  Nasmith, 

a  Scotch  philanthropist,  was  at  the  time  sojourning  in  Phila- 
delphia.   He  was  making  a  tour  of  the  Christian  world, 
planting  missions  on  his  own  account,  and  arousing  men  to 
^  sense  of  their  obligations  to  carry  out  the  principles  of 
the  Christian  religion,  in  regard   to  the  poor.  Inspired 
by  the  stern  logic  of  Dr.   Chalmers,  who  was  at  the  time 
shaking  up  the  dry  bones  of  an  effete  Christianity  in  this 
reo-ard   this  eminent  Christian  laymen  relinquished  a  com- 
fortable  clerkship  under  the  government,  to  become  a  laborer 
for  life  among  the  outcast  and  degraded  populations  of  the 
great  cities.    When  barely  arrived  at  his  majority  he  instituted 
missions,  and  set  many  wheels  in  motion  in  the  machinery  of 
christian  enterprise  which  are  still  acting  in  streets  and  lanes 
of  towns  throughout  Great  Britain,  France  and  America. 
As  Secretary  of  the  Religious  Institution  Rooms  in  Glasgow 
he  had  charge  of  twenty-three  societies  and  maintained  eight 
missionaries  working  among  the  poor.  In  London  he  founded 
nine  public  charities,  including  the  "  Female  Mission  "  and 
the  London  Monthly  Tract  Society;  in  Liverpool  several,  the 
District  Provident  Society  and  the  "Home  Mission"  being  - 
among  them  ;  while  in  Dublin,  Belfast,  and  other  cities  of 
Ireland  many  charitable  foundations  owed  their  origin  to  his 
pious  efforts.    At  a  later  period  he  went  to  France  on  the 
same  philanthropic  errand  and  there  planted  the  famous  "  Paris 
City  Mission,"  still  extant.    Mr.  Nasmith  visited  forty-three 
large  towns  in  America,  organized  sixteen  societies  in  the 
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United  States  and  fifteen  in  Canada;  and  was  the  centre  of  an 
ever  widening  circle  which  before  he  died,  in  1839,  compassed 
Evangelical  Christendom.  It  has  seemed  to  us  fitting  in  this 
place  to  reproduce  the  name  of  a  magnanimous  Christian 
character  who  did  so  much  as  a  stranger  to  stir  up  the  senti- 
ment of  love  to  man,  in  our  City  fifty  years  ago.  In  looking 
about  him  to  find  suitable  persons  to  aid  in  getting  up  a  com- 
prehensive system  for  Philadelphia,  his  attention  was  called  to 
the  earnest  labors  of  an  humble  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  a  worthy  young  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
employed  in  the  work  of  city  missions.  He  paid  him  a  visit 
and  found  in  him  a  willing  coadjutor,  and  one  entirely  familiar 
with  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  poor  of  the  City.  He  was 
brought  into  contact  also  with  a  valuable  aid  of  another  char- 
acter, which  was  that  of  a  coterie  of  faithful  women,  voluntary 
workers  in  the  noble  cause,  who  had  themselves  ma^de  con- 
siderable progress  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Nasmith's  own  ideas. 

The  Initial  Meeting. 

These  elements  he  proposed  to  bring  together,  and  a  con- 
ference was  arranged  which  soon  after  met  "  in  the  little  back 
parlor,"  to  quote  the  words  of  one  who  was  present,  "  of  that 
godly  man  the  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Allen,"  the  excellent  young 
clergyman  above  alluded  to,  whose  residence  was  on  Fifth 
Street  below  Spruce.  Besides  the  host  and  Mr.  Nasmith 
there  were  present  at  this  conference  the  Rev.  James  E.  Eckard, 
Dr.  William.  Dafrach,  Mrs.  Esther  Moore,  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Moore, 
and  Miss  Eliza  Perkins  Sparhawk,  seven  persons  in  all.  "  I 
can  never  doubt  "  writes  the  last  named  venerable  lady,  still 
living,  "  that  He  who  works  in  the  hearts  of  His  people  to 
"  will  and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasure,  moved  that  little  circle 
"  to  the  calling  of  the  first  public  meeting,  held  April  14,  1831, 
"  that  formed  the  Union  Benevolent  Association."  Miss  Spar- 
hawk  was  afterward  married  to  the  Hon.  Joel  Jones,  a  Judge 
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of  the  District  Court,  and  her  untiring  zeal  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Union  Benevolent  Association  through  its  entire  history 
has  been  so  conspicuous  as  to  entitle  her  to  more  than  this 
passing  notice.  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Moore  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Moore,  an  honored  citizen,  familiar  to  the  past  genera- 
tion as  a  prominent  Director  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Mrs. 
Esther  Moore,  married  to  another  Samuel  Moore,  was  a  well 
known  "  Public  Friend  "  of  the  time.  They  were  all  women 
of  strong  character  and  fervid  piety. 

Esther  Moore's  Plan. 

The  last  named  was  a  practical  philanthropist,  and  had 
made  method  her  study  in  the  service  of  the  poor.  Her 
idea  was  "  Division  of  Labor  and  Concentration  of  Effort," 
and  to  test  it  she  had  selected  a  small  section  of  four 
blocks  in  a  lower  ward  of  the  old  City  for  experiment.  She 
acquainted  herself  with  the  situation  of  all  the  families 
therein,  the  comfortable  in  circumstances  as  well  as  the 
needy,  her  design  being  to  interest  the  classes  in  each  other, 
by  giving  to  the  head  of  a  family  of  the  former,  one  or  more 
of  the  latter  in  charge,  according  to  their  willingness  to 
undertake  the  work.    She  was  so  much  encouraged  that  she 
now  proposed  to  put  the  plan  into  an  organized  shape,  and 
communicated  her  desire  to  her  friends,  Mrs.  Dr.  Moore  and 
Miss  Sparhawk,  who  with  equal  zeal  entered  into  her  scheme. 
The  three  went  earnestly  to  work  to  interest  citizens  of  means 
and  influence,  and  received  the  promise  of  liberal  support. 
Several  gentlemen  pledged  themselves  for  annual  subscriptions 
of  $iOO  each  ;  and  two  citizens,  Robert  Ralston  and  Alexander 
Henry,  greatly  encouraged  them  ;  the  latter  saying,  "  I  cannot 
"  take  part  in  the  management,  that  is  women's  work,  but  go 
"  ahead  and  you  shall  not  want  for  means." 

Philadelphia  Benevolent  Society. 
An  Association  called  the  Philadelphia  Benevolent  Society 
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was  the  result  of  these  efforts,  and  we  briefly  state  its  plan  as 
presenting  the  first  instance  of  regularly  organized  charity 
work  in  this  City.  With  augmented  numbers  the  ladies  called 
to  their  aid  a  force  of  gentlemen  as  co-visitors  and  proceeded 
to  district  the  City  and  "  Liberties."  They  designated  five 
superior  districts,  two  of  them  South  of  Market  street,  as- 
signed to  the  supervision  of  Joseph  Scattergood  and  Wm. 
B.  Davidson,  residing  respectively  at  Fifth  and  Spruce  streets, 
and  Eighth  and  Walnut ;  and  three  North  of  that  line,  to 
Augustus  Stevenson,  Robert  S.  Clark,  and  William  Sheep- 
shanks, whose  residences  were  respectively  Callowhill  street, 
above  Third  ;  City  Row,  North  Eleventh  street ;  and  Palmyra 
Row,  Vine  street.  To  complete  the  appointments  it  was  de- 
cided also  to  put  a  male  agent  in  the  field  to  assist  the  visita- 
tions in  troublesome  cases.  The  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Allen  was 
chosen  for  the  place,  and  proved  the  ready  co-operator  in  this, 
as  he  was  in  every  work  having  reference  to  the  good  of  his 
fellow  men.  But  Mr.  Allen's  views  of  duty  inclined  him 
more  to  Evangelization  than  to  charity  work  pure  and  sim- 
ple, and  after  some  weeks  of  assiduous  effort  he  resigned  the 
position  in  the  following  characteristic  letter,  viz.  : — 

Philadelphia,  May  5th,  1831. 

To  the  Committe  of  the  Philadelphia  Benevolent  Society  :  — 

Gentlemen  : — I  received  from  your  Secretary  the  following  communication, 
bearing  date  March  29th,  1831  — 

To  the  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Allien, 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  instructed  by  a  committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Benevolent 
Society,  appointed  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  their  plan,  to  com- 
municate to  you  a  Resolution  passed  by  the  Committee  as  follows  : — 

Resolved  : — That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  be  now  appointed  as  a  General  Agent  of 
the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  he  be  required  to  spend,  on  an  aver- 
age, three  days  per  week,  for  which  he  shall  have  the  sum  of  ^500.  It  was 
then  resolved  that  the  Secretary  inform  Mr.  Allen  of  this  action  and  request  his 
acceptance  of  the  appointment. 

With  sincere  regard, 

WM.  B.  DAVIDSON,  Secretary. 
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"  I  accepted  this  invitation,  and  in  consequence  suspended 
my  operations  in  connection  with  the  Society  for  Bettering 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  and  on  the  second  of  April  com- 
menced my  labors  under  the  auspices  of  your  Association. 
My  efforts  have  continued  until  the  present,  and  I  should  still 
continue  them  were  it  not  for  the  apprehension  that  I  might 
rather  retard  the  operations  of  your  present  plan.    These  ap- 
prehensions arise  not  only  from  indirect  intimations  derived 
from  William  Davidson  and  Mr.  Eckard  as  to  the  views  of 
some  of  your  committee,  but  also  from  the  ladies.    I  would 
therefore  beg   leave   to    tender   my    resignation   as  Gen- 
eral   Agent    of  your   Association,    from    and    after  the 
17th    inst.      In  taking  leave  of  you,  gentlemen,    I  would 
beg   you    to  bear  in  mind  that  in  vain  will  you  look  for 
any  extensive  or  permanent  moral  results  frotn  your  efforts  un- 
less they  are  made  with  an  immediate  reference  to  the  influence 
of  Gospel  Truth.    In  proportion  as  you  lose  sight  of  this  prin- 
ciple, and  act  i^idependently  of  it,  you  may  expect  languor  and 
inefficiency  to  attend  your  efforts." 

Yours  in  the  Gospel  of  the  Beloved, 

THOMAS  G.  ALLEN. 

The  Philadelphia  Benevolent  Society  is  thus  shown  to  have 
been  an  active  body  in  the  Spring  of  1 831,  if  not  in  the  Au- 
tumn of  1830;  that  it  was  managed  intelligently  and  syste- 
matically, and  was  a  mixed  body  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
It  was  intended  to  absorb  the  several  other  charity  organiza- 
tions which  had  sprung  up,  and  so  prevent  the  injurious  repe- 
titions in  alms  which  were  becoming  a  crying  evil.  It  did  " 
not  accomplish  this  impossible  feat,  however,  but  was  not 
without  benefits  to  the  cause  of  progress.  It  was  the  pioneer 
of  reform  in  charity  work,  and  has  left  among  its  records  the 
following  valuable  contribution  to  the  science  of  Right  Char- 
ty,  on  the  much  mooted  question  of  the  comparative  quali- 
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fication  of  the  sexes  as  visitors  of  the  poor,  a  valuable  inheri- 
tance to  the  Union  Benevolent  Association.  Among  its  last 
acts  was  the  following,  to  wit : — 

Resolutions  in  Favor  of  Women  for  Visitors  of  the  Poor. 

"  Resolved  : — That  men  with  their  worldly  employments  to 
"  occupy  their  minds  and  thoughts  do  not  make  prompt  nor 
"always  reliable  visitors  of  the  poor." 

''Resolved: — That  women  by  their  constitution  and  habits 
"  are  more  suitable  for  the  work  ;  that  they  are  the  best 
"judges  of  the  wants  of  women,  whose  sex  is  necessarily  the 
"greatest  charge  on  charity;  that  they  possess  superior  intui- 
"  tions,  are  more  sympathetic,  more  self-denying,  gentler,  and 
"that  their  time  as  a  rule  is  more  at  their  command." 

During  the  succeeding  Summer,  soon  after  the  passage  of 
these  resolutions,  some  of  the  friends  of  this  organization, 
not  content  with  its  management,  fell  away  from  their  alle- 
giance and  carried  the  society  with  them. 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  Mr.  Nasmith  came 
upon  the  field.  The  meeting  at  Mr.  Allen's  was  followed  by 
many  others,  alternating  between  the  homes  of  the  ladies  in- 
terested and  such  prominent  citizens  as  Dr.  Thomas  C.  James, 
residing  on  Walnut  street  near  Eighth  ;  John  Sparkhawk, 
58  South  Sixth  street ;  Dr.  Samuel  Moore,  Spruce  below 
Sixth  ;  Philip  Garrett,  Sansom  above  Seventh,  and  William 
B.  Davidson,  Eighth  street  near  Walnut.  Mr.  Nasmith  was 
very  earnest  in  advocating  the  founding  of  a  general  So- 
ciety whose  operations  should  cover  the  entire  field  of  elee- 
mosynary work  in  the  City  and  "  Liberties,"  as  the  outlying 
districts  of  Southwark,  Moyamensing,  Passayunk,  Penn 
Township,  the  Northern  Liberties  and  Kensington  were  called. 
The  following  letter  of  his  written  to  a  committee  of  corres- 
pondence, of  which  the  Rev.  John  Hall  was  Chairman,  has 
been'preserved  by  that  gentleman,  and  kindly  contributed  for 
this  occasion. 
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Philadelphia,  March  25th,  183I. 

Gentlemen: — The  plans  proposed  in  the  circular  read  at  our  last  meeting  are 
in  substance  those  adopted  and  partially  acted  upon  in  some  of  the  principal 
cities  of  England  and  Ireland.  When  in  London  I  became  acquainted  with 
the  plans  of  the  District  Visiting  Society,  which  at  that  time  was  just  going  into 
operation.  By  correspondence  I  have  since  learned  the  nature  of  important 
efforts  now  making  by  the  Liverpool  District  Provident  Society,  and  during  my 
residence  in  London  an  opportunity  was  offered  me  of  making  a  successful  ex- 
periment in  benefiting  the  temporal  condition  of  the  poor  by  the  foundation  of 
District  Associations.  The  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  have 
resulted  from  this  effort. 

First: — An  extensive  and  minute  acquaintance  acquired  by  the  local  visitor 
of  the  character  and  claims  of  the  poor  residing  in  her  district,  whereby  she  is 
enabled  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  deserving  and  reprove  the  improvident. 

Second : — The  bounty  of  the  benevolent  is  advantageously  bestowed. 

Third  : — The  habits  of  industry  and  cleanliness  and  a  feeling  of  independence 
among  the  poor  is  promoted. 

At  your  next  meeting  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  for  your  inspection 
a  constitution  and  plan  which  may  not  be  unworthy  of  your  careful  consideration, 

With  respect  I  remain  in  haste,  your  friend  and  the  friend  of  the  poor. 

DAVID  NASMITH. 

The  district  system,  insuring  close  visitation,  was  the  cardinal 
idea  of  Mr.  Nasmith,  dividing  and  sub-dividing  city  territory 
into  several  small  sections  so  as  to  secure  a  thorough  "  con- 
centration of  effort."  He  proposed  the  immediate  organization 
of  a  society,  based  upon  the  English  plan,  with  cooperative 
boards  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  idea  was  received  with 
favor  and  a  public  meeting  was  called  to  hear  and  discuss  its 
merits  and  feasibility. 

First  Meeting  of  Citizens,  April  14,  1831. 

In  response  to  the  call  a  large  and  respectable  meeting 
gathered  at  the  Hall  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  on  Seventh 
street  near  Market,  April  14,  1831.  The  Rev.  James  Mont- 
gomery, of  St  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church,  Tenth  street 
belowMarket,  occupied  the  chair,  and,  "  in  a  few  well  chosen 
remarks,"  says  one  who  was  present,  "introduced  Mr.  Nas- 
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"  mith  to  the  meeting,  making  some  allusion  to  his  distin- 
"guished  services  as  an  organizer  of  public  charities."  The 
latter  gentleman  then  addressed  the  audience,  giving  an  inter- 
esting account  of  the  results  of  his  experience,  and  suggesting 
a  plan  and  constitution.  "  They  were  a  digest,"  he  said,  "  of  the 
"  various  plans  which  had  come  under  his  notice  in  the  numerous 
"  cities  he  had  visited,  and  he  believed  them  to  be  competent 
"  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  present  case  as  they  had  proved 
"  in  many  others."  The  plan  was  a  comprehensive  one,  and 
if  faithfully  carried  out,  would  suffice  for  a  much  larger  popu- 
lation than  Philadelphia  then  contained.  He  proposed  that 
the  organization  should  be  dual  in  character,  with  a  Ladies' 
Branch  to  have  charge  of  the  visitations,  and  an  Executive 
Board  of  gentlemen  to  provide  the  needed  means  and  oversee 
the  work.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by  proposing  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  ten  ladies  to  be  selected  by 
the  chair,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  determine  upon  the 
merits  of  the  plan  proposed,  and  report  upon  them  to  a  future 
meeting.  The  proposition  was  approved,  and  the  following 
ladies  were  appointed  on  the  committee,  viz : — Mrs.  Mary  P. 
Moore,  Miss  Eliza  P.  Sparhawk,  Miss  Wykoff,  Miss  Annie 
Davidson,  Mrs.  Marache,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Van  Beuren, 
Miss  Gratz,  Mrs.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Keene.  Considerable 
discussion  now  ensued  as  to  the  general  principles  proper  to 
to  be  observed  in  the  management  of  the  Association  and  on 
the  subject  of  rules  regulating  the  visitations.  To  test  the 
sense  of  the  meeting,  at  the  close  of  the  debate  Dr.  Charles 
Evans  offered  the  following  as  a  general  declaration  of  princi- 
ples which  was,  after  further  discussion,  finally  adopted,  viz : — 

Resolution  for  United  Work. 

I. — Resolved : — -"That  the  work  of  the  Society  shall  be  un- 
"  sectarian  in  character  ;  that  its  benefits  shall  be  to  all  worthy 
"  poor  alike,  without  regard  to  their  nationality,  color  or  relig- 
"  ion  ;  that  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  nor  preference  on  that 
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"  account  ;  that  no  alms  shall  be  conditioned  upon  denomina- 
"  tional  lines  ;  that  no  books  nor  tracts  shall  be  given  out 
"  favoring  any  particular  faith  ;  that  the  mission  of  the  Society 
"  is  to  elevate  the  standard  of  morals  among  the  poor  and  to 
"  relieve  want  without  proselyting  or  favoritism." 

Further  discussion  arising  on  the  importance  of  personal 
contact  between  the  giver  and  receiver  of  alms,  it  was,  on 
motion  of  Marmaduke  C.  Cope,  also — 

"  Resolved: — That  personal  communion  between  the  classes 
"  is  essential  to  the  establishment  of  a  common  feeling  between 
"  them,  and  that  to  bring  the  same  about  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
"  visitors,  as  far  as  possible,  to  diminish  the  distance  between 
"those  who  have  and  those  who  need,  by  bringing  them 
"  together  on  a  common  platform  of  love  ;  and  to  this  end  a 
"  minute  division  of  labor,  small  sections  with  resident  visitors, 
"  shall  be  the  rule  of  the  Society." 

Name. 

After  the  passage  of  these  Resolutions  the  subject  of  a  name 
for  the  organization  was  introduced.  Mr.  Nasmith  said  that 
inasmuch  as  by  the  Resolutions  just  passed  the  scope  of  opera- 
tions would  embrace  all  classes,  and  as  it  was  quite  probable 
that  other  societies  would  fall  into  line,  that  the  word  "  Union  " 
would  be  an  appropriate  prefix  to  the  title,  as  expressive  of 
cooperation  as  well  as  unity.  Several  names  were' thereupon 
suggested,  when  on  motion  of  Mrs.  M.  P.  Moore  it  was  voted, 
unanimously,  that  the  name  of  the  Society  shall  be  "  The 
Union  BeNEVOLENX  Association  of  Philadelphia."  The 
meeting  then  adjourned.  ' 

Although  the  organization  was  still  incomplete,  the  plan  and 
outlines  of  the  Society,  as  finally  adopted,  were  fully  settled 
upon  at  this  meeting,  and  as  the  name  of  Mr.  Nasmith  does 
not  again  appear  in  this  history  it  is  but  justice  to  the  memory 
of  that  o-entleman  to  remark  that  to  him  is  principally  due  any 
credit  that  may  attach  to  its  paternity. 
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Meeting  of  the  i6th  of  May. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  the  following  month  of  May  a  second 
meeting  convened  at  the  call  of  the  Ladies'  Committee  of  Ten, 
also  at  the  hall  of  the  Franklin  Institute.  Charles  Chauncey, 
Esq.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  "  stated  the  object  of  the  meet- 
"  ing  in  a  very  lucid  address,"  says  the  report,  "  showing  the 
"  defects  of  the  present  mode  of  relieving  the  poor,  and  advert- 
"  ing  to  their  increasing  necessities  as  the  City  advances  in 
"  population,  as  well  as  to  the  duty  devolving  upon  us  as  a 
"  Christian  people  of  meeting  them  in  a  proper  way.  The 
"  oppression  under  which  a  part  of  the  human  family  across 
"  the  water  is  groaning,  for  the  want  of  a  well  devised  and  well 
"  executed  system  of  lessening  pauperism  "  was  presented  "  as 
"  a  lesson  to  those  who  in  the  infancy  of  the  evil  in  this  coun- 
"  try  should  endeavor  to  curb  or  prevent  it."  He  also  dwelt 
very  eloquently  upon  "  the  exigencies  of  much  real  poverty 
"  which  does  and  must  always  exist  in  crowded  communities, 
"  and  which  cannot  be  neglected  even  though  fraud  and  dis- 
"  simulation  should  flourish  and  abound." 

A  spirited  address  and  prospectus  were  then  presented,  and 
the  draft  of  a  Constitution  by  and  for  the  "  Ladies'  Branch," 
at  first  called  the  "  Ladies'  Assistant  Society,"  was  reported 
to  the  meeting  and  adopted. 

The  following  Resolutions  offered  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Moore 
were  then  considered  and  adopted,  after  discussion,  viz.: — 

I.  — Resolved : — That  in  order  to  carry  this  plan  into  im- 
mediate operation  the  committee  of  ladies  be  continued  until 
the  election  of  a  Board  of  Managers  by  districts. 

II.  — That  the  Committee  have  power  to  increase  its 
membership  to  fifteen,  to  fill  vacancies,  and  adopt  such  meas- 
ures for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  contemplated  as 
they  may  consider  necessary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  having  stated  that 
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under  the  impression  that  the  period  had  arrived  when  said 
Committee  should  be  dissolved  and  a  Board  of  Managers 
elected,  that  they  had  convened  this  meeting  for  that  purpose, 
upon  which  it  was  resolved  that  this  meeting  do  now  go  into 
an  election  for  five  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Union  Benevolent  Association.  On  motion  of  Miss  C.  Snozv- 
den,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Robert,  resolved  that  the  District  Com- 
mittees esteem  it  important  to  act  with  concert  and  uniformity. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Silas  E.  Weir,  seconded  by  Miss  H.  M. 
Smith, 

''Resolved: — That  for  the  promotion  of  concert  and  uni- 
"  formity  we  will  act  according  to  the  directions  of  that  posi- 
"  tion  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  be  elected  by  us  this  after- 
"  noon,  until  the  full  board  of  fifteen  be  appointed,and  as  soon 
"  as  the  entire  Board  is  organized  that  we  will  consider  our- 
"  selves  subject  to  that  Board." 

Resolved : — That  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot. 

After  the  reading  of  a  number  of  names  the  ladies  pro- 
ceeded to  the  electoin.  Miss  C.  Snowden  and  Miss  H.  M. 
Smith  were  appointed  tellers,  and  when  the  balloting  was 
done  declared  the  following  ladies  to  have  been  duly  elected 
by  District  Committees  of  the  City  proper  as  their  repre- 
sentatives to  the  general  Board,  vi^  : — 

Mrs.  Nicholson  Marache,  Mrs.  Yorke,  Mrs.  E.  P.  S.  Jones, 
Mrs.  Silas  E.  Weir  and  Miss  Buckley. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Meeting  of  30TH  May,  1831. 

On  the  30th  of  May  a  second  meeting  convened  at  the  call 
of  the  committee,  this  time  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  and 
was  attended  by  all  the  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
and  a  large  number  of  those  of  the  District  Committees,  be- 
sides many  gentlemen.    A  stirring  circular  was  presented, 
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addressed  to  "  The  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
PJiiladelphiay  This  interesting  and  exhaustive  document  is 
too  lengthy  to  be  printed  in  full,  but  after  reciting  the  situa- 
tion and  the  needs  of  poverty,  and  declaring  its  purpose  to 
be,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor  and  lessen  pauper- 
ism in  Philadelphia,  concludes  with  the  following  recommen- 
dation, znz : — 

First. — Let  the  City  and  Liberties  be  divided  into  a  con-  , 
venient  number  of  districts,  say  thirty-four  for  the  present,  as 
nearly  equal  as  may,  regard  being  had  to  the  amount  of 
poverty  in  each,  and  let  each  district  be  subdivided  into  small 
sections.  ..    .  ■ 

Second. — Let  there  be  formed  for  each  district  a  company 
of  benevolent  females,  two  of  whom  shall  be  assigned  as  visi- 
tors for  each  section,  and  let  the  operations  of  these  visitors 
be  superintended  by  a  district  committee  of  ladies.  Let  there 
be  also  for  each  district  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  to  advise 
with  and  aid  the  visitors,  and  to  attend  to  such  peculiar  cases 
as  may  require  male  visitors. 

Third. — In  order  to  secure  system  and  regularity  as  well  as 
efficiency  in  the  operations,  let  there  be  a  general  board  of 
managers,  consisting  of  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  gentlemen's 
district  committees  shall  report  from  time  to  time ;  and  also  a 
ladies'  board  of  managers,  to  whom  the  committee  of  ladies 
shall  in  like  manner  report.  Monthly  or  quarterly  reports 
may  be  made  by  the  ladies'  board  to  the  board  of  gentlemen, 
and  a  summary  of  the  transactions  annually  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  them  for  the  information  of  the  public. 

Fourth. — One  or  more  General  Agents  may  be  employed  to 
devote  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  time  to  the  work,  receiving- 
compensation  for  their  services  and  an  office  may  be  kept  in 
a  central  situation  at  which  citizens  may  leave  the  name  and 
address  of  any  individual  or  family  in  distress,  to  be  handed 
immediately  to  the  visitor  of  the  proper  section. 
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Fifth. — Let  the  visitors,  district  committees  and  agents,  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  promote  habits  of  cleanliness,  indtistry, 
temperance,  frugality,  and  prudence,  among  the  poor,  advise 
them  in  cases  of  difficulty  or  misfortune,  assist  them  in  find- 
ing employments,  encourage  them  to  make  deposits  in  the 
saving  funds,  and  to  connect  themselves  with  mutual  benefi- 
cial societies;  to  encourage  thrift,  secure  to  them  the  benefits 
of  the  public  charities  in  the  city,  and  afford  them  temporary 
relief  in  cases  of  necessity,  taking  care  to  avoid  all  harshness 
of  manner,  or  want  of  feeling  for  the  misery  which  meets  their 
notice,  but  at  the  same  time,  using  every  precaution  to  guard 
against  the  misapplication  of  charitable  aid  to  objects  of  pre- 
tended distress,  or  to  those  who  are  receiving  adequate  relief 
from  other  sources.  In  the  Summer  season  the  vigilance  of 
the  committee  may  be  exercised  in  ascertaining  the  habits  of 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  apply  for  or  are  likely  to  stand 
in  need  of  assistance  during  the  Winter. 

Sixth— inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  the  City  or  Liberties 
able  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  may  be  invited  to  be- 
stow money,  clothing,  provisions,  fuel,  etc.,  to  be  applied  to  the 
alleviation  of  distress  in  a  particularly  designated  section,  and 
thus  the  donors  may  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  through 
the  visitors  of  the  section  or  from  personal  inquiry  how  their 
charity  is  dispensed.  These  suggestions  are  submitted  to  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  benevolent  public,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  the  approval  and  cooperation  of  all  who  desire  to 
do  good  to  the  poor  effectively. 

Philadelphia,  May,  183 1. 

First  General  Meeting  of  the  Association,  Oct.  18,  1831. 

This  address  was  accepted  by  the  meeting  and  its  recommen- 
dations ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  the  basis  of  the  plan  of  the 
Union  Benevolent  Association. 

As  the  season  was  now  far  advanced  and  the  plan  of  opera- 
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tions  adopted,  no  further  action  was  had  until  the  Autumn,  and 
no  more  meetings  were  held  during  the  Summer.    But  the 
ladies  were  not  idle,  they  met  as  committees  at  private  houses, 
and  sketched  plans  for  districting  the  City  and  Liberties  so  as 
to  equalize  the  duties  of  visitors,  some  portions  containing 
many  more  poor  than  others  and  of  course  requiring  a  larger 
force.    It  was  important  that  the  districting  should  be  com- 
pleted in  advance,  so  that  no  delay  should  occur  when  the 
time  for  work  should  arrive  in  the  Autumn.     The  City  was 
growing  rapidly  in  population,  the  number  of  poor  was  accel- 
erating from  emigration,  and  pauperism  was  on  the  increase. 
In  the  month  of  September  a  meeting  of  gentlemen,  consisting 
chiefly  of  those  who  had  taken  part  with  the  ladies'  organiza- 
tion, and  with  the  view  of  cooperation,  was  held  at  Carpenter's 
Hall.    A  free  discussion  took  place  and  Resolutions  were 
passed  recommending  the  holding  of  a  public  meeting  in 
October.    A  committee  of  four  gentlemen  was  appointed  to 
bring  about  this  programme.    The  committee  were  Philip 
Garrett,  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  James  J.  Barclay  and  Rev.  John 
Hall,  the  last  named  two  gentlemen  being  still  living  at  a  green 
old  age  and  honored  of  all  men.    The  proposed  meeting  was 
advertised  and  convened  on  the  i8th  of  October,  183 1,  the 
place  being  the  Apprentices'  Library.    There  were  present  at 
this  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  James  J.  Barclay, 
John  Bell,  M.  D.,  Philip  Garrett,  Rev.  John  Hall,  Charles  S. 
Wurts,  Chas.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Marmaduke  C.  Cope,  Frederick 
Fraley,  Thos  C.  James,  M.  D.,  Richard  D.  Wood,  Edmund  J. 
Yard,  John  Goodman,  Edmund  Morris,  Caspar  Morris,  M.  D., 
Dr.  D.  Francis  Condie,  Thos  Rogers,  John  Kessler,  jr.,  Edward 
Needles,  John  Rakestraw,  Thomas  Booth,  Dr.  Samuel  Moore, 
Jacob  Lex,  Robert  Earp,  Benjamin  Naglee,  Wm.  H.  Keating, 
John  M.  Whitall,  John  Sloan,  Isaac  S.  Loyd,  Anthony  M. 
Buckley,  Isaac  W.  Norris,  J.  Marshall  Paul,  M.  D.,  Isaac 
Collins,  Peter  McCall,  James  Martin,  Robert  B.  Aertsen,  Geo. 
Handy,  Benjamin  Gerhard,  Samuel  Mason,  jr.,  George  Earp, 
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Sydney  C.  Fisher,  Matthew  Newkirk,  Wm.  H.  Newbold  and 
other  citizens.  After  an  invocation  for  the  divine  blessing  by 
the  Rev.  John  Hall,  Philip  Garrett  ^3.^  called  to  the  Chair  and 
yames  J.  Barclay  appointed  Secretary.  Upon  a  full  discussion 
of  the  subject  which  had  called  them  together,  it  was,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Condie,  •  ■ 

Resolved  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  formation  of 

general  charity  organization  in  Philadelphia. 

"  Resolved: — That  this  meeting  do  now  proceed  to  nominate 
"  Officers  and  a  Board  of  Managers  for  the  same  to  serve  one 
year. 

Dr.  Condie  and  Benjamin  Naglee  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations,  who  reported  the  following  names, 
and  they  were  unanimously  elected,  the  vote  being  by  ballot 
and  the  Nominating  Committee  acting  as  Tellers  :— 

president. 

Thomas  C.  James,  M.  D. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Philip  Garrett,  John  Goodman. 

Treasurer. 

Frederick  Fraley. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

John  Bell,  M.  D. 

Recording  Secretary. 

James  J.  Barclay. 


Managers. 


Edmund  J.  Yard, 
Thomas  Rogers, 
Jacob  Lex, 
Robert  Earp, 

D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D., 
Charles  S.  Wurts, 
Benjamin  Naglee, 
James  Martin, 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D., 
John  Kessler,  jr.. 


John  Sloan, 
William  H.  Keating, 
Anthony  M.  Buckley, 
Isaac  W.  Norris, 
Marmaduke  C.  Cope, 
Edward  Needles, 
Charles  Evans,  M. 
Thomas  Booth, 
Isaac  S.  Loyd, 
John  Rakestraw. 
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On  motion  of  Frederick  Fraley  a  committee  of  five  managers 
was  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  Union 
Benevolent  Association,  a  society  of  ladies  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  movement,  and  anxious  and  expecting  to  cooperate 
with  it.  The  committee  were  Frederick  Fraley,  Philip  Garrett, 
D.  Francis  Coiidie,  M.  D.,  Charles  S.  Wiirts,  and  Thomas  Booth. 
Committees  of  "Finance  and  Supplies"  were  also  appointed, 
and  a  Resolution  passed  requiring  the  Board  to  meet  again  on 
the  twenty-fifth  instant  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference.  At  the  time  appointed  the  meeting  reconvened 
without  notice.  The  report,  as  was  anticipated,  recommended 
an  alliance  with  the  ladies  of  the  Union  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion. They  were  fully  organized,  as  it  was  stated,  with  a 
corps  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  visitors  ready  for  work, 
and  were  looking  for  the  cooperation  of  this  movement.  In 
fact  they  were  organized  only  in  part  awaiting  the  tardy  action 
of  the  gentlemen  in  forming  the  male  branch,  and  thus  com- 
pleting their  plan.  The  ladies  were  represented  upon  the 
occasion  by  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Moore,  Miss  Annie  Davidson,  Mrs. 
Silas  E.  Weir,  Mrs.  E.  P.  S.  Jones,  and  Miss  Buckley.  The 
report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  without  dissent,  and  after 
taking  up^a  collection  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Society, 
which  amounted  to  ^4,196  98,  the  meeting  adjourned,  and  thus 
was  completed  the  foundation  work  of  the  Association,  whose 
Semi-Centennial  we  have  met  this  evening  to  celebrate. 

Biographical  Notices. 

It  will  not  be  thought  invidious,  we  trust,  if  we  should  re- 
mark here  in  reference  to  the  early  friends  of  the  Association 
that  among  the  many  gentlemen  who  faithfully  labored  to 
build  up  and  sustain  it  at  the  start,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
afterward,  none  were  more  conspicuous  nor  readier  with  their 
time  and  means  than  Charles  S.  Wiirts,  for  sixteen  years  its 
worthy  President,  and  Dr.  Charles  Evans,  for  fifteen  years  its 
Vice  President,  both  of  whom  have  gone  to  their  rest.  Mr. 
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Wurts  from  the  beginning  had  been  one  of  the  most  faithful 
managers  and  committeemen.   His  cotemporaries  in  the  Board, 
a  few  of  whom  are  still  with  us,  will  bear  witness  to  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  at  all  times  responded  to  the  calls  of  the 
society.    His  hand  was  never  closed,  nor  his  attendance  re- 
fused, if  the  case  was  worthy  ;  but  his  faith  was  small  in  the 
professions  of  the  average  importuner  of  alms,  and  he  was 
once  heard  to  say  that  he  alm.ost  regretted  his  connection 
with  the  work  of  investigation  since  the  dissimulation  and 
deception  he  had  encountered  had  shaken  his  faith  in  human 
nature,  which  he  desired  to  maintain.    Frederick  Fraley  was 
another  active  member  in  the  early  days,  as  were  also  Philip 
Garrett,  Dr.  Condie,  Anthony  M.  Buckley  and  Marmaduke  C. 
Cope ;  not  to  mention  others  almost  equally  prominent.  Of 
the  ladies  Mrs.  E.  P.  S.  Jones,  without  question  occupies  the 
first  place.    Her  connection  with  the  Association  covers  the 
entire  period  of  its  history,  as  she  still  enjoys  emeritus  hon- 
ors, though  she  is  not  now  a  resident  of  Philadelphia.  She 
was  one  of  the  original  seven  who  attended  the  early  meeting 
held  at  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  in  February  1831, 
was  Secretary  of  the  Ladies  Branch  for  ten  years  from  its  or- 
ganization, and  its  active  President  for  thirty  years  thereafter. 
The  work  with  her  was  one  of  real  love,  and  one  of  the  keen- 
est regrets  she  experienced  in  leaving  Philadelphia,  in  1877, 
as  she  once  remarked,was  her  severance  from  this  Society,  and 
from  the  noble  band  of  women  her  co-workers  in  the  cause. 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Moore,  was  a  no  less  faithful  friend,  and  in  no 
respect  behind  any  other  in  mental  vigor,  and  earnest  zeal  in 
the  work  of  the  Society.    But  death  severed  her  connection 
with  it  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  the  memory  of  her  activity 
is  therefore  not  quite  so  green.    Miss  Anne  Davidson  and 
Miss  Buckley,  and  afterward  Mrs.  Mary  Bell,  a  faithful  visitor 
for  nearly  forty  years,  and  there  were  many  others,  men  and 
women,  both  living  and  deceased,  of  whom  it  might  with 
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equal  justice  be  said  they  were  "  faithful  in  their  generation," 
and  "  their  works  do  follow  them." 

The  Association  being  now  fully  on  its  feet,  much  interest 
was  manifested  by  the  public.  It  was  a  new  idea,  if  not  some- 
thing of  a  sensation,  and  as  an  organizer  of  charity  was  ex- 
pected to  absorb  all  the  older  societies.  The  newspapers 
praised  the  movement,  reporters — for  there  were  reporters  even 
in  those  days — gave  it  flattering  notices,  and  correspondents 
printed  eulogisms. 

Popularity  of  the  Movement.  . 

A  large  number  of  ladies  offered  their  gratuitous  services 
in  the  visitations,  and  the  list  swelled  from  114  visitors  in 
October  183 1,  to  450  in  the  Spring  of  1832.  The  first  busi- 
ness of  the  Executive  Board  was  to  adopt  a  Constitution  and 
By-laws,  and  committees  were  appointed  to  prepare  them. 

Other  committees  were  set  to  work,  one  "  to  obtain  a  list  of 
the  various  charitable  foundations  of  the  city  to  induce  co- 
operation ;"  a  second,  "  to  take  measures  for  calling  public 
meetings  in  Southwark,  Moyamensing,  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, Penn  Township,  Spring  Garden  and  Kensington  ;"  a  third, 
"  to  perfect  the  districting  of  the  City  and  Liberties,"  and  a 
fourth,  "  to  assist  the  Ladies  Branch  in  choosing  proper  visi- 
tors from  the  large  list  of  offerings."  Contributions  of  food 
and  clothing  coming  in  from  numerous  sources,  depots  were 
established  for  their  reception,  and  there  was  a  committee  hav- 
ing this  business  in  charge.  The  year  1 83 1  closed,  therefore, 
with  a  good  record. 

Second  Year — 1832. 

The  season  of  1832,  opened  with  energy  and  eclat.  "There 
"  was  such  perfect  confidence  and  union  of  purpose  between 
"  the  two  Boards,"  says  Mrs.  Jones  in  a  late  communication, 
"  that  it  was  a  privilege  to  work  under  such  control."  With 
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SO  many  visitors  in  the  field,  the  aggregation  of  routine  busi- 
ness became  too  great  for  committees  of  the  Board  to  perform 
and  the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  was  soon  found  ne- 
cessary, and  an  office  required  to  transact  general  business. 

Appointment  of  First  Agent. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  with  power  to  nominate  a 
suitable  Agent,  and  William  E.  Sherman  received  the  ap- 
pointment. He  was  chosen  in  February  "  for  four  months, 
and  longer  if  approved,"  at  a  salary  of  ;^8oo  per  annum.  He 
had  been  a  sea  faring  man,  was  of  brusque  address,  and  had 
a  very  severe  manner  ;  but  he  was  an  honest  man  with  a  sound 
judgment,  and  was  so  much  trusted  by  the  Board,  that  he  at- 
tended its  stated  meetings.  He  was  for  a  time,  indeed,  a 
member  of  the  Board,  and  always  took  part  in  the  public 
business. 

Cholera. 

During  the  year  1832  the  cholera  broke  out  with  great  vio- 
lence in  eastern  countries,  and  its  ravages  finally  extended  to 
America.     Philadelphia  was  greatly  alarmed.    There  were 
many  deaths  and  those  who  could  conveniently  leave,  went 
into  the  country  to  escape  the  epidemic.    The  Union  Benevo- 
lent Association  was  active  throughout  the  prevalence  of  the 
distemper,  and  its  visitors  were  faithful  nurses  of  the  sick. 
The  management  issued  a  printed  address  to  the  public  on 
"  the  Means  for  the  Prevention  of  Cholera,"  which  was  ex- 
tensively circulated,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no 
copy  of  this  address  has  been  preserved.    This  was  followed 
by  the  calling  of  a  public  meeting  to  bring  about  a  coopera- 
tion of  the  societies. 

The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  authorized  the  publica- 
tion of  a  circular  with  an  appeal  for  funds. 

Many  projects  were  now  set  in  motion  having  reference  to 
bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor.    A  plan  was  adopted  for 
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procuring  them  employments.  An  appropriation  of  ;^300  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  wood  for  fuel  for  distribution. 

Stove  Invented  by  the  Association  for  Economizing  Fuel. 

Visitors  reporting  great  improvidence  in  the  use  of  this 
fuel,  and  coal  coming  now  slowly  into  use,  a  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  and  recommend  a  proper 
stove  or  grate  for  economizing  anthracite  coal.  Charles  S. 
Wiirts,  always  awake  to  progressive  measures,  took  great  in- 
terest in  this  question,  and  with  the  aid  of  an  intelligent  man- 
ufacturer of  stoves,  contrived  the  one  still  in  use  by  the  society. 
Coal  had  hardly  been  introduced  for  cooking  purposes  at  that 
period,  and  this  stove  was  one  of  the  very  first  that  was  con- 
structed for  that  purpose.  It  combined  the  convenience  of 
cooking,  heating  and  baking  at  the  same  time,  and  although 
there  have  been  numerous  inventions  in  this  field  since  then, 
these  stoves,  in  their  general  features,  have  never  been  improved 
upon,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  for  compactness  and  economy. 
They  were  made  for  the  low  price  of  $2  25,  each,  at  first,  but 
now  cost  more,  and  the  society  has  always  from  350  to  450  of 
them  in  use.  They  are  delivered  to  poor  families  in  the  Autumn 
and  Winter,  as  a  loan,  and  collected  again  in  the  Spring.  They 
bear  the  name  of  the  Association  to  prevent  their  sale  by  those 
who  might  be  dishonest  enough  to  sell  them,  no  second-hand 
dealer  being  willing  to  buy  them  with  the  risk  of  their  recovery 
by  the  Society. 

The  First  Decade 

k 

ending  in  1841,  was  of  varied  fortune.  It  included  the  period 
of  one  of  the  great  financial  panics  which  have  periodically 
visited  this  country.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Government  de- 
posits from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  failure  of  that 
Bank,  and  subsequently  of  the  same  chartered  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  brought  on  revulsions  which  de- 
pleted the  money  centres  and  crippled  labor.    The  chari- 
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table  institutions  were  principal  sufferers  of  course,  and  one 
after  another  went  down.    But  the  Union  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation, though  it  was  poorly  supported  during  those  years 
never  succumbed,  nor  ceased  its  labors  at  any  time.    At  the 
moment  when  its  good  offices  were  required  to  relieve  the 
throngs  that  were  made  penniless  by  misfortune  or  were  un- 
able to  obtain  work  in  the  general  depression,  the  women  of 
this  Society  worked  on  doing  what  they  might  with  the  little 
funds  at  their  command.    A  strong  feeling  had  now  begun  to 
obtain  against  the  Almshouse  system,  and  the  free  handed 
distributions  of  the  Guardians,  which  were  based  more  upon 
political  favoritism  than  upon  the  necessities  of  poverty,  The 
system  seemed  to  be  an  acknowledgement  too  of  the  rightful 
CLAIMS  of  the  poor  upon  the  public  purse,  which  were  denied. 
The  people  did  not  believe  in  the  principle  of  a  public  crib, 
upon  which  a  worthless  as  well  as  a  worthy  poor  may  draw 
as  a  right.    They  declared  that  a  wholesome  public  charity 
should  be  a  voluntary  one.    We  quote  an  intelligent  newspaper 
article,  upon  this  point,  taken  from  a  popular  weekly  of  the 
time,  which  fairly  puts  the  question  and  shows  how  truly 
history  repeats  itself    The  article  reads  as  follows:— 


FROM  THE  SATURDAY  BULLETIN,  1833. 


What  is  the  Public  about? 

The  press  of  this  City  has  repeatedly  given  notice  that  a 
society  called  the  Union  Benevolent  Association  would  meet 
on  a  certain  afternoon  or  evening,  and  also  that  its  branches 
were  adjourned  to  meet  at  a  certain  time  or  place.  This  has 
been  nearly  all  that  has  been  let  out  about  the  matter ;  news- 
papers are  filled  with  postscripts  detailing  events  in  Lyons, 
Smyrna,  and  other  distant  places,  while  a  most  important  ex- 
periment is  begun  in  our  own  City,  of  which  the  bulk  of  the 
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public  are  totally  ignorant,  or  are  left  to  learn  such  particulars 
as  chance  may  communicate.  We  propose  to  devote  some 
space  to  so  interesting  a  topic,  in  order  to  spread  such  informa- 
tion of  the  aim  and  objects  of  this  important  charity  as  may 
remedy  the  above  difficulty,  and  place  the  Association  in  a 
proper  light  before  that  public  on  whom  they  are  to  rely  for 
aid  and  countenance. 

Facts  have  long  justified  the  belief  that  a  compulsory  pro- 
vision for  the  poor,  as  a  regular  and  established  measure,  is 
not  only  pernicious,  but  has  a  direct  and  necessary  tendency 
to  increase  the  very  evil  it  is  meant  to  cure.  There  is 
perhaps  no  practical  truth  supported  by  so  unequivocal  a 
course  of  general  experience,  or  confirmed  by  so  general  an 
assent.  Fully  convinced  of  this  inefificacy  of  Almshouse 
charity,  the  members  of  the  Union  Benevolent  Society  have 
associated  themselves  to  prove  in  America  what  has  already 
been  demonstrated  in  Scotland,  under  the  auspices  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Chalmers.  A  short  but  distinct  statement  of  what 
the  experience  of  Dr.  Chalmers  and  his  associates  has  been, 
will  not  be  unacceptable  even  to  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion themselves. 

Dr.  Chalmers'  first  position  was,  that  where  a  tax  is  levied 
for  the  support  of  the  poor,  they  look  to  it  as  to  a  bank  on 
which  they  have  a  right  to  draw.  That  the  poor  thus  become 
systematically  trained  to  expect  relief,  and  the  connexion  which 
nature  has  established  between  economy  and  independence, 
and  between  improvidence  and  want,  is  in  their  minds  impaired 
or  altogether  destroyed.  That  neighbors  and  the  kindred  of 
the  poor,  seeing  that  there  is  a  public  fountain  of  what  is 
called  charity,  from  which  every  pauper  may  draw,  abstain 
from  relieving  them,  and  all  those  private  sympathies  are 
chilled  by  which  penury  might  be  secretly  and  honorably  re- 
lieved. The  consequence  of  this  is,  not  merely  that  a  prepara- 
tion is  artificially  made  for  increasing  the  numbers  of  the  poor, 
but  that  they  are  much  less  comfortably  relieved,  and  that  the 
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moral  character  of  the  whole  of  the  lower  population  is  injured. 
In  their  prosperity  they  are  made  profuse;  in  their  adversity, 
instead  of  falling  into  the  arms  of  relations  and  friends,  they 
find  themselves  deserted ;  and  in  place  of  asking  relief  from 
that  genuine  mercy  which  blesseth  both  the  giver  and  receiver, 
they  demand  it  as  their  legal  due. 

It  was  stated,  and  the  statement  was  admitted,  that  the  poor 
tax  was  on  the  increase,  as  in  our  own  City,  and  the  general 
wonder  confessedly  is  that  in  spite  of  all  that  the  law  does  for 
the  poor,  they  always  multiply  !  How  then  to  avoid  a  coming 
evil  of  enormous  magnitude  was  the  question.  We  shall  see 
how  it  was  completely  overcome — the  poor  relieved,  and  their 
numbers  almost  extinguished. 

The  Glasgow  system  resembled  our  own  in  its  main  features. 
The  Town  Hall  like  our  Almshouse,  got  all  the  assessments 
and  other  funds,  and  undertook  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
of  the  whole  city,  divided  as  is  usual  in  Europe  into  parishes. 
Dr.  Chalmers  lived  in  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  the  sum  alloted 
to  the  poor  of  which  is  thus  stated  :— "  I  was  sure  that  its  pau- 
perism, under  the  ordinary  statement,  should  have  amounted" 
says  Dr.  Chalmers'  "  to  more  than  a  tenth  of  the  whole  poor 
"  of  Glasgow,  or  at  the  rate  of  expenditure  for  some  years,  of 
"       400  annually."    The  Doctor  saw  in  this  endowment  the 
root  of  the  whole  evil.    He  accordingly  proposed  that  the 
Town  Hospital  should  keep  its  money  to  itself,  and  leave  his 
parish  alone  to  manage  their  own  poor  with  their  own  col- 
lections at  the  church  door,  without  any  assessments  whatever. 
The  collection  only  amounted  to  £^00  a  year;  of  which  £22^ 
was  already  pledged  for  the  support  of  a  certain  class  of  exist- 
ing paupers.    Thus  there  was  only  £17 S  remaining  for  the 
support  of  all  the  new  poor  in  that  crowded,  increasing,  and 
manufacturing  parish,  for  which  a  tenth  part  of  the  whole  ex- 
pense for  the  poor  of  Glasgow  had  been  requisite  for  some 
years.   After  obstinate  opposition  the  experiment  was  allowed 
to  be  tried.    The  Town  Hall  or  the  Almshouse  kept  their 
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;£"i,400,  and  St.  John's  parish  undertook  their  own  poor,  and 
strange  to  say,  out  of  the  ^175  they  had  a  yearly  surplus  to 
apply  to  public  schools.  The  old  cases  for  which  the  ^^225 
was  set  apart,  were  gradually  diminished  by  death,  and  i^8o 
was  found  enough  where  iJ'1,400  had  been  insufficient! 

This  was  a  most  singular  and  surprising  result,  and  to  make 
it  more  striking,  St.  John's  parish  actually  went  back  to  the 
Hospital,  and  voluntarily  increased  their  burden.  They  took 
thirty-four  additional  old  people,  and  maintained  these  also, 
and  yet  had  a  good  deal  over  !  This  result  was  beautiful,  but 
the  means  by  which  it  was  accomplished  were  still  more  so. 
The  whole  apparent  miracle  was  wrought  by  simply  removing 
the  cause  of  the  mischief.  There  was  no  witchcraft  whatever 
employed.  Nothing  can  be  more  honorable  than  the  openness 
with  which  the  Doctor  disclaims,  for  himself  and  his  associates, 
all  merit — even  that  of  industry  or  ingenuity  in  what  they  did. 
He  says  that  the  thing  was  done,  the  moment  that  it  was 
known  that  the  connection  with  the  Hospital  was  over,  and 
that  the  legal  provision  was  withdrawn.  From  that  instant, 
the  cause  of  the  disease  being  removed,  nature  resumed  her 
functions.  Those  who  were  conscious  that  they  did  not 
require,  or  did  not  deserve  relief,  ceased  to  apply  ;  and  this  of 
itself  made  the  great  swarm  that  used  to  exhaust  the  "  bank  " 
disappear.  The  remainder  having  the  idea  of  a  legal  right 
extinguished,  never  applied  except  in  extreme  necessity ;  and 
when  they  did  at  last  make  an  avowal  of  intolerable  distress, 
they  found  that  the  relief  that  was  given  was  the  produce,  not 
of  a  cold  admission  of  right,  grudgingly  yielded,  but  of  that 
humanity  which  cared  for  their  characters  and  feelings  as  much 
as  for  their  wants,  and  on  which  it  was  shameful  to  encroach 
one  moment  beyond  what  was  necessary.  And  above  all, 
before  even  this  official  humanity  interfered,  the  claims  arising 
from  relationship  and  neighborhood  were  always  first  ex- 
hausted ;  and  the  most  delightful  part  of  this  process  consisted 
in  the  most  uniform  facility  with  which  the  sluices  of  private 
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charity,  which  had  been  dammed  hack  by  the  public  reservoir, 
were  re-opened  in  the  hearts  even  of  the  very  poorest  of  the 
people.  In  substance  indeed  it  was  the  people  themselves 
ascertaining  by  actual  inspection  who  were,  and  who  were  not, 
able  to  help  themselves. 

We  have  abridged  the  foregoing  account  in  order  that  the 
numerous  members  of  the  Union  Benevolent  Association  may 
understand  the  plan  which  they  are  attempting,  we  hope  suc- 
cessfully, to  imitate.  But  there  is  one  part  of  the  system  which 
thus  far  we  have  not  seen  broached  here — it  is  a  most  im- 
portant one,  to  which  we  beg  leave  respectfully  but  urgently 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Association.  It  is  that  after  all  or 
most  other  benevolent  associations  are  merged  in  the  Union, 
no  public  relief  be  allowed  except,  as  in  Glasgow,  in  cases  of 
actual  distress,  and  that  a  law  be  enacted  which  shall  give  to 
the  VisitorsoftheAssociation,andz'^^A^'m  only,  the  distribution 
of  the  funds  now  squandered  by  the  guardians,  who,  however 
conscientious,  are  changed  so  often  and  consider  their  duties 
so  arduous,  as  scarcely  ever  to  execute  them.  Let  us  retain 
our  new  Almshouse  as  a  receptacle  for  the  sick,  the  aged  and 
the  infirm,  from  which  the  able-bodied  shall  be  kept  by  a  sense 
of  shame  and  degradation  at  receiving  its  charity— and  if  that 
prove  insufficient  let  us  exclude  them  entirely. 

The  Visitors  of  the  Union  have  begun  with  great  zeal— the 
public  voice  and  feeling  is  in  favor  of  the  Association— they 
are  to  see  the  poor  often —  to  recommend  them  in  health  to 
lay  up  for  sickness— in  Summer  to  provide  for  Winter— may 
we  not  anticipate  that  if  they  do  their  duty,  the  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  now  collected  for  Almshouse  purposes  may  be 
reduced  to  ten  thousand !— and  the  improvident  be  made 
provident  and  happy.  We  believe  little  good  will  be  done 
finally,  unless  the  great  body  of  our  charities  unite  with  the 
Union,  or  take  the  recommendations  of  its  Visitors,  who  have 
such  small  districts,  that  they  must,  if  attentive,  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  ever}^  family  in  them. 
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Charter  and  Location  of  Offices. 

Up  to  1837  the  Society  had  proceeded  as  a  civil  organiza- 
tion, but  in  that  year  it  was  deemed  proper  to  apply  for  a 
Charter,  which  was  easily  obtained  from  the  Legislature  the 
same  year.  There  was  an  amendment  to  the  Charter  also 
effected,  January  13,  1876,  both  of  which  will  be  found  printed 
in  the  Appendix.  The  office  of  the  Society  was  at  No.  46 
North  Fifth  street,  until  October  1842,  when  it  was  removed 
to  the  second  floor  of  No.  24  South  Eighth  street,  corner 
of  Lodge  alley.  In  1852  it  purchased  with  a  legacy  the 
building  N.  W.  Cor.  Seventh  and  Sansom  street,  to  which  it 
removed  in  the  Autumn  of  the  same  year,  and  has  occupied 
that  locality  ever  since. 

Not  Almsgiving  Solely  nor  Especially. 

It  has  been  the  boast  of  the  Society  that  its  work  is  not 
almsgivmg  either  wholly  or  especially.  That  it  distributes 
much,  it  neither  denies  nor  apologizes  for.  It  is  not  possible 
to  do  an  effective  work  in  the  reformation  of  the  poor  without 
this  aid.  It  has  not  only  furnished  large  alms — perhaps  a 
million  dollars  in  all — but  it  has  been  the  almoner  of  other 
institutions,  especially  of  the  Dorcas  Societies  of  the  churches, 
and  was  formerly  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Soup  Societies,  who 
were  almoners  for  it.  At  times  it  has  acted  as  investigator  as 
well  as  distributor  for  prominent  beneficial  associations,  nota- 
bly the  Hibernia  Society  and  the  St.  George's  and  St.  An- 
drew's ;  but  of  later  years,  owing  to  the  increased  demand  up- 
on its  visiting  forces  it  has  confined  its  investigations  and  its 
benefactions  principally  to  its  own  poor,  or  to  such  as  apply 
directly  to  it.  To  show  that  its  aim  has  been  higher  than  the 
mere  application  of  alms,  we  draw  from  the  Minutes  of  the 
Society,  and  find  that  it  has  grasped  every  public  question 
that  has  arisen  in  the  community  having  in  view  the  meliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  poor.    It  has  petitioned  the  Leg- 
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islature  of  the  State  to  pass  laws  restraining  intemperance, 
and  again  and  again  to  restrict  the  Hcense  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.   It  has  also  petitioned  to  have  measurers  of  coal 
appointed  to  prevent  fraud  in  weights.    It  has  published  m- 
structive  circulars  to  the  poor  on  the  subject  of  temperance, 
economy  and  cleanliness  ;  and  to  the  public  on  the  general 
question  of  domestic  economy  ;  also  to  encourage  the  poor 
to  make  small  deposits  in  the  Savings  Funds.    It  has  taken 
notice  of  the  degraded  condition  of  various  orders  of  the 
poor,  and  sent  forth  remonstrances  against  the  treatment  of 
several,  including  chimney  sweeps,  in  the  days  when  chimney 
sweeps  were  a  numerous  body,  and  many  of  them  greatly 
abused  by  their  masters.    It  has  distributed  circulars  remon- 
strating against  the  gross  misuse  of  the  public  funds  m  the 
distribution  of  alms  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  and  made 
frequent  overtures  to  them  to  unite  their  work  with  its  own. 
It  has  printed  remonstrances  to  employers  against  inadequate 
compensation  for  labor.    It  has  experimented  at  various  times 
upon  the  utilization  of  various  material,  such  as  coal  dust  and 
coke  for  fuel,  and  improvised  stoves  to  economize  anthracite 
coal.    It  used  its  office  as  an  agency  for  obtaining  employ- 
ment for  domestics  to  save  them  the  fee  of  the  Intelligence 
offices,  and  also  for  laboring  men  ;  established  a  store  for  the 
employment  of  sewing  women  ;  has  kept  a  register  and  adver- 
tisement to  place  children  in  situations  in  the  country,  and  to 
provide  nurseries  for  young  children.    It  has  kept  on  hand 
material  and  tools  to  put  industrious  men  and  women  to 
work,  such  as  spades  to  shovel  snow  from  the  sidewalks  after 
snow  storms,  and  sewing  material  for  women.    It  has  at  vari- 
ous times  stored  quantities  of  food,  flour,  provisions,  and 
especially  potatoes,  to  be  given  out  at  the  office  in  exception- 
ally hard  Winters.    It  has  loaned  funds  to  start  industrious 
poor  men  and  women  in  the  peddling  business  and  other  em- 
ployments.   It  has  inaugurated  special  efforts  in  favor  of  the 
children  and  families  of  soldiers  whose  heads  were  helpless 
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or  disabled  by  disease  and  war  ;  and  it  has  frequently  afforded 
aid  to  temporary  organizations  of  charity,  furnishing  them 
with  fuel  at  half  price,  and  stoves  at  cost.  It  has  done  much 
special  work  for  ward  organizations  in  distressful  times,  and 
has  never  refused  to  divide  its  loaf  with  them  when  asked. 

These  are  some  of  the  doings  of  the  Union  Benevolent 
Association  at  different  periods,  most  of  which  are  still  con- 
tinued; and  they  indicate  the  scope  aud  breadth  of  its  work, 
not  only  as  an  aid  to  the  poor,  but  also  as  an  assistant  to  the 
giver  of  alms,  who  looks  to  a  proper  distribution  of  the  funds 
he  contributes,  as  well  for  their  moral  elevation  as  to  relieve 
their  present  sufferings. 


3 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 


THE  meeting  held  October  1 8th,  183 1,  at  the  Apprentices'- 
Library,  adopted  the  following  report,  as  the  declaration 
of  principles  to  be  followed  by  the  society. 

REPORT. 

So  closely  interwoven  are  the  interests  of  all  classes  of 
society,  that  the  poverty  and  degradation  of  one  of  them 
cannot  but  exercise  a  similar  influence  over  the  others,  how- 
ever much  we  must  admit  in  the  nature  of  things  the  division 
of  society  into  rich  and  poor,  since  no  one  can  promise  him- 
self security  against  the  reverses  of  fortune,  yet  we  cannot,  as 
philanthropists  and  Christians,  recognize  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  evil  being  the  companion  of  adversity,  or  that  ignorance 
should  be  the  handmaid  of  poverty.     Those  of  low  estate 
ought  not  to  be  left  in  intellectual  darkness,  often  more  pain- 
fuUnd  bewildering  than  personal  privation  and  suffering.  To 
them  ought  to  be  extended  cheering  council,  a  knowledge  of 
the  fitting  means  for  extricating  from  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  vices  of  others,  or  their  own  faults  or  misfortunes,  may 
have  placed  them.    To  accomplish  so  desirable  an  end  de- 
mands simply  a  display  of  those  qualities  of  heart  and  mind 
presumed- to  be  possessed  by  most  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
Each  one  discharging  his  duty  to  the  poor,  renders  that  of  his 
neighbor  easy  of  fulfillment.    By  union,  therefore,  in  its  prin- 
cipfes,  and  division  of  the  labor  in  its  detail,  entire  success  may 
be  anticipated.    If  all  those  who  are  able  to  take  a  part,  unite 
in  the  cause,  the  society  will  embrace  a  majority  of  the  com- 
munity intent  on  ameliorating  the  unhappy  condition  of  the 
less  favored  portion  of  it.    Such  an  association  for  such  pur- 
poses, it  is  now  desired  to  form  in  this  City.    The  true  end  of 
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practical  benevolence  is  to  enlighten  the  poor  respecting  their 
real  situation,  to  point  out  the  common  causes  of  their  exist- 
ing depression,  and  to  show  the  remedy  in  habits  of  industry 
and  morals.  The  discouragements  of  ignorance  are  closely 
allied  to  habits  of  indolence  and  it  is  often  sufficient  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  latter  that  we  impart  a  knowledge  that  labor  is 
requited  by  suitable  wages.  We  thus  furnish  an  incentive  to 
work.  But  it  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  say  that  industry  finds 
its  own  reward,  the  mode  must  be  pointed  out  in  which  indus- 
try can  be  profitably  exerted.  Nor  ought  the  office  of  friendly 
council  to  end  here.  The  poor  man  must  be  duly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  thrift  and  economy,  of  order  and  method, 
by  which  he  can  obtain  for  himself  and  family  the  greatest 
number  of  comforts  for  the  least  cost ;  for  it  is  a  m.elancholy 
truth  that  they  who  have  the  most  need  of  economy,  are  the 
worst  economists.  The  greatest  drawback  to  the  poor  man's 
advancement  is  his  improvidence.  Once  place  him  on  the 
road  to  progress  by  having  a  sum,  however  small,  in  the  sav- 
ings bank,  and  he  will  in  many  cases  go  on  to  better  things. 
He  should  be  taught  moreover  to  fix  a  true  estimate  to  what 
are  called  "personal  gratifications,"  and  above  all  he  should  be 
made  sensible  of  the  injury  to  his  health  and  morals,  the  waste 
of  time  and  money,  the  increased  temptations  to  crime,  by  the 
indulgence  in  drink;  and  finally  that  the  barrier  h-e  is  to  set 
up  against  ill-fortune  is  teinperance,  industry,  and  frugality. 
While  the  work  of  friendly  visitation  and  advice  is  going  on 
in  favor  of  the  poor  and  laboring  husband,  the  same  good 
offices  are  to  be  extended  to  the  wife  and  mother.  The  most 
advantageous  employment  of  her  needle,  the  most  suitable 
articles  for  family  use,  the  value  of  system  and  regular  hours, 
the  force  of  her  own  example  on  her  children  of  self  modera- 
tion and  industry.  Conjugal  harmony  is  thus  strengthened 
and  the  family  interests  advanced  by  mutual  habits  of  industry 
and  regular  employment. 

Should  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  parents  demand  labor 
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from  the  hands  of  their  children,  friendly  guidance  will  be  of 
great  benefit.    New  modes  of  industrial  employment  can  be 
pointed  out  by  the  faithful  visitor,  who  will  make  the  parents 
understand  the  important  distinction  between  man  in  a  rude 
and  man  in  a  civilized  state  of  society,  that  the  one  wastes  his 
force,  and  the  other  economizes  and  saves  it.    In  this  way  the 
Association  will  become  an  active  and  efficient  Society  for 
diffusing  useful  knowledge  by  placing  valuable  information 
directly  in  the  hands  of  those  needing  it  and  above  all  m 
making  them  feel  that  friendly  hands  are  present  to  assist  and 
encourage  them.    The  Board  of  Managers  will  make  itself 
the  depository  of  all  the  information  and  means  of  relief  which 
shall  be  placed  at  its  disposal  either  by  individual  liberality  or 
by  benevolent  societies,  such  as  issuing  short  practical  essays 
on  temperance,  morals,  domestic  economy  and  mechanics, 
also  as  to  such  articles  as  are  best  calculated  to  be  serviceable 
to  the  poor  for  clothing,  household  furniture,  fuel  and  food. 
The  subsequent  distribution  of  these  various  articles  will  be 
made  by  the  visitors  to  the  persons  and  families  whom  their 
own  personal  knowledge  shall  satisfy  them  are  worthy  of  their 
bounty.    The  Board  of  Managers  will  also  consider  it  a  part 
of  their  duty  to  obtain  the  rates  of  wages  in  manufacturing 
establishments  and  in  the  various  mechanic  arts,  also  the  wages 
of  agricultural  labor,  and  have  copies  of  these  rates  transmitted 
at  suitable  times  to  the  visitors,  in  order  that  accurate  informa- 
tion on  these  important  matters  may  be  given  to  those  seeking 
employment.    Experience  has  proven  that  direct  pecuniary 
almsgiving  is  not  unfrequently  a  premium  to  indolence  and 
pauperism.     Aid  should  not  be  furnished  in  money  therefore, 
but  in  material  where  it  is  needed  to  assist  immediate  want,  and 
in  loans  when  required  to  start  an  individual  in  business. 
Relief  in  this  form  does  not  depress  the  spirit  nor  destroy  a 
feeling  of  independence  or  reliance  on  his  own  exertions.  We 
are  also  taught  by  experience  that  more  real  kindness  is  con- 
ferred on  the  destitute  by  the  gift  of  a  necessary  article  food  or 
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or  clothing  than  by  a  grant  of  money  ;  the  first  being  received 
as  a  present  of  friendship,  while  the  latter  is  regarded  as  alms. 
In  an  enterprise  so  extensive  in  its  scope  and  beneficent  in  its 
object,  as  the  Association  prospers,  it  looks  for  countenance 
and  support  from  all  classes,  and  the  appeal  is  made  to  the 
moralist  and  the  Christian  alike,  freed  from  all  sectarian  and 
speculative  ethics.  Neither  by  its  Constitution  nor  by  the 
acts  of  its  members  or  agents  will  it  arrogate  the  right  of 
doctrinal  teachings  or  the  slightest  interference  with  the  prov- 
ince and  duties  of  the  parties  to  be  benefited. 
PHILIP  GARRETT,  MARMADUKE  C.  COPE, 

JOHN  BELL,  M.  D.,  JAMES  J.  BARCLAY, 

CHARLES  EVANS,  M.  D.,  EDMUND  J.  YARD, 
THOMAS  BOOTH,  THOMAS  RODGERS, 

JOHN  HALL,  EDMUND  MORRIS, 

CASPER  MORRIS,  M.  D. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SOCEITY 


AN  EDITOR'S  OPINION,  1835. 


"  Whoso  hath  this  world's  goods  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need  and  shutteth 
"  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him." 
I.  John,  III.,  15. 

"  Then  shall  he  say  unto  them  on  the  left  hand,  depart  from  me  ye  cursed  into 
"  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  For  I  was  an  hungered  and 
"ye  gave  me  no  meat.  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink.  I  was  a  stranger 
"and  ye  took  me  not  in;  naked  and  ye  clothed  me  not,  sick  and  in  prison  and 
"ye  visited  me  not.  Then  shall  they  answer  him  Lord,  when  saw  we  Thee  an 
"  hungered  or  athirst  or  a  stranger,  or  naked  or  sick  or  in  prison  and  did  not 
"  minister  unto  Thee.  Then  shall  He  answer  them  saying,  verily  I  say  unto  you 
"  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these  ye  did  it  not  to  me.  And 
"these  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment."    Matt.  XXV.,  41-46. 

"  Whoso  stoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor,  he  also  shall  cry  himself  and 
"shall  not  be  heard."    Deut.,  XXI.,  26. 

^*  1\  /T^-'^^  persons  refuse  to  contribute  to  charitable  founda- 
Vl  ations  upon  the  plea  that  the  existence  of  such  in- 
stitutions add  to  the  existing  evils.  That  the  poverty  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  poor  are  the  necessary  results  of  their  idleness,  dissi- 
pation and  improvidence ;  that  if  they  were  industrious  and  eco- 
nomical they  might  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  save  enough 
to  support  themselves  in  the  winter;  that  the  aid  they  expect 
to  receive  in  the  latter  season  encourages  them  in  destructive 
habits  ;  and  that  if  they  had  no  such  resources  to  depend  upon 
that  they  would  rely  on  their  own  industry.  Such  withering 
hard-hearted  and  cold-blooded  opinions  are  but  too  prevalent, 
as  if  there  were  no  sick  and  helpless  women  and  children  and 
men  who  can  get  no  employment,  and  are  too  often  the  ex- 
cuse of  the  mean  for  avoiding  their  duty  to  the  poor.  Few 
errors  have  ever  produced  more  distress  and  suffering,  as  the 
natural  tendency  of  such  doctrines  is  to  harden  the  hearts  of 
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the  rich  against  the  wretchedness  of  the  dependant  classes. 
The  classes  of  the  poor,  whom  we  are  to  have  ever  with  us, 
are  not  few  and  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

1st. — Those  who  have  lived  in  ease  and  affluence,  and  been 
reduced  to  pinching  poverty  by  misfortunes. 

2nd. — Widows  with  families  of  small  children,  unable  to  sup- 
port them. 

^rd. — Men,  who  in  summer  and  autumn  find  their  wages  m- 
adequate  to  more  than  support  their  families,  and  who  in 
winter  are  destitute  of  employment. 

4th. — Men  who  from  hard  work  or  accidents  have  been  in- 
capacitated from  further  labor. 

5th. — Women  who  depend  upon  the  proceeds  of  their  needle 
and  whose  earnings  are  insufficient  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door. 

Those  are  pre-eminently  benefactors  of  mankind,  and  far 
more  deserving  of  monuments  than  many  of  those  on 
whom  these  memorials  of  human  gratitude  are  lavished,  who 
devote  t^eir  time  and  their  talents  to  minister  to  the  moral 
and  religious  wants  of  their  fellow  beings,  and  their  pecuniary 
means  to  assuage  their  sufferings  and  relieve  their  corporal 
wants.  Those  who  thus  employ  themselves  will  be  able  on 
the  bed  of  death  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  this  portion  of 
their  life  with  a  satisfaction  unfelt  by  the  votaries  of  Mammon 
whose  grand  object  through  life  has  been  to  add  heap  to  heap, 
thousands  to  thousands,  or  as  the  case  may  be  millions  to 
millions,  which  not  unfrequently  prove  the  destruction  of  their 
heirs.  Such  were  the  ennobling  views  of  the  founders  of  The 
Union  Benevolent  Association.  So  far  as  regard  moral  and  re- 
ligious improvement  they  proposed  to  impress  on  the  minds 
of  the  objects  of  their  solicitude  the  permanent  advantages  of 
temperance,  economy,  cleanliness,  order,  regularity,  and  in- 
dustry ;  to  urge  the  necessity  of  attention  to  the  duties_^  of 
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religion,  to  eradicate  inveterate  habits  of  intemperance  and 
other  pernicious  vices,  by  vivid  pictures  of  their  destruc- 
tive consequences  here  and  in  the  hereafter.  The  perform- 
ance of  these  offices  embrace  the  most  important  portion  of 
the  objects  to  be  obtained  by  the  Association,  that  is  to  say 
those  which  regard  morals  and  religion.  The  other  branch  of 
duty  embraces  corporal  works  of  mercy,  feeding  the  hungry, 
giving  drink  to  the  thirsty,  clothing  the  naked,  healing  the 
sick,  and  administering  generally  to  the  sufferings  of  the  needy 
sons  of  Adam.  - 

As  regards  the  moral  and  religious  branch,  this  is  seduously 
attended  to  by  a  sufficient  number  of  lady  visitors  to  whom 
the  various  sections  of  the  City  and  Liberties  are  allotted.  It 
is  complete  to  the  last  degree,  efficient,  and  has  endeared 
itself  to  every  philanthropist  of  whatever  denomination.  It  has 
fully  answered  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  friends 
of  the  project.  It  has  produced  and  is  producing  incalculable 
good,  greatly  meliorating  the  habits,  the  manners  and  the 
conduct  of  the  poor  who  are  subject  to  its  surveillance.  As 

I  to  the  other  branch  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  the  Asso- 
ciation disclaimed  the  idea  of  being  an  alms-giving  society 
which  raised  the  presumption  that  it  would  require  few 
or  no  funds  to  carry  it  on.    Its  chief  business  it  was  be- 

'  lieved  would  be  to  point  out  to  the  poor  those  societies  to 
whom  they  might  apply  for  relief,  and  as  auxiliary  to  this 
to  procure  labor  for  the  unemployed.     So  far  as  regards 

Hhe  first  it  is  unfortunately  too  true  that  the  charitable  socie- 
;  ties  of  Philadelphia  have  for  some  time  been  and  are  at  present 
i  in  a  state  of  decay,  the  number  of  members,  and  of  course 
I  their  resources,  diminishing  yearly.    They  are  all  burdened 

/  with  more  applicants  than  they  can  relieve,  as  are  also  indi- 
viduals who  are  supposed  to  have  means,  who  are  oppressed 
,  with  unceasing  applications.'  So  general  was  the  opinion  that 
this  Association  would  need  little  or  no  pecuniary  aid,  that 
notwithstanding  the  eclat  attending  its   inauguration  the 
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amount  raised  in  the  first  year  (1832*),  was  only  is^S-  I" 
1833,  by  considerable  exertions,  the  money  mostly  subscribed 
by  the  Managers,  it  rose  to  ^960,  but  in  1834  it  sunk  again  to 
$377  00. 

The  fact  was  patent  that  in  visiting  the  habitations  of  po- 
verty, to  teach  and  instruct,  so  many  cases  of  destitution  were 
presented  that  considerable  means  were  necessary  and  the 
reports  of  the  ladies'  teemed  with  demands  for  more  money. 
The  third  year  of  its  existence  it  was  even  announced  that  un- 
less more  means  were  forthcoming  the  Association  must 
be  dissolved.  But  the  ladies  came  to  the  rescue  and  became 
collectors  as  well  as  visitors,  and  with  the  funds  they  were 
able  to  supply  from  their  purses  in  addition,  the  Association 
was  kept  afloat  and  never,  for  a  single  day,  abandoned  its 
work. 

Few  of  our  citizens,  says  a  report  of  that  time,  have  any  idea"^ 
of  the  horrible  scenes  of  misery  and  wretchedness  that  pre-j 
vail  in  our  City.  Ignorance  of  the  astounding  facts,  and  the' 
odious  tirades  against  the  idleness,  intemperance  and  improvi- 
dence of  the  poor,  as  if  they  were  none  worthy,  keep  many 
of  the  wealthy  from  contributing  to  aid  benevolent  societies 
to  the  extent  that  is  absolutely  required.  After  reading  the 
hideous  cases  of  human  suffering  which  are  found  detailed  in 
reports  of  the  Visitors  he  must  have  the  heart  of  a  Herod  or 
a  Shylock,  who  could  declaim  against  the  self  denying  efforts 
of  these  workers,  or  refuse  to  contribute  to  their  demands. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  Association  disclaims  being 
an  alms-giving  society  looks  as  if  the  Managers  regard  it  as 
stigma  upon  it.  It  would  almost  appear  from  this  disavowal 
that  there  was  something  immoral  or  discreditable  in  alms- 
giving, of  which  they  found  it  necessary  to  clear  themselves. 
This  proceeds  from  a  morbid  fear  of  encouraging  the  idleness 


*  This  is  exclusive  of  a  subscription  received  at  a  public  meeting,  amounting 
to  R196  98. 
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of  the  poor,  and  a  desire  to  compel  them  to  habits  of  industry 
and  economy,  and  to  a  reliance  for  support  on  the  produce  of 
their  own  labor.  This  presupposes  what  ought  to  be  first 
proved  that  habits  of  idleness  are  pretty  generally  prevalent 
among  the  poor.  This  assumption  produces  the  most  perni- 
cious results  to  them,  debarring  them  from  that  sympathy  to 
which  human  suffering  and  distress  have  an  indisputable  claim. 
Can  the  charge  of  idleness  be  substantiated  against  poor  females 
when  nearly  1, 500  have  applied  weekly  to  the  Provident  Society, 
and  received  as  a  favor  four  shirts  per  week  at  12^  cents? 
When  the  Female  Hospitable  Society  has  had  annually  500 
applicants  for  work  ?  The  numerous  applications  for  work  to 
The  Union  Benevolent  Association  equally  discredit  the  charge 
of  wilful  idleness.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  average 
wages  of  these  women,  and  those  employed  by  the  slop  shops 
do  not  exceed  lOO  cents  or  IIO  cents  per  week.  They  pay 
50  cents  per  week  for  their  miserable  lodgings,  leaving  them 
the  pittance  of  50  to  60  cents  for  food  and  clothing  for  them- 
selves and  children. 

These  are  the  kind  of  persons  from  whom  charity  is  often 
withheld  lest  it  should  lead  them  to  indulge  in  idleness  and 
extravagance.     The  same  agreement  will  apply  to  males. 
That  there  are  among  them  many  who  are  idle  cannot  be ' 
1  ^doubted,  and  others  who  are  born  imposters.    To  charge  thef 
I  (whole  family  of  the  poor  with  being  idle  and  vicious,  is  about 
i  as  just  as  it  would  be  to  brand  the  mass  of  attorneys  and 
;  doctors  as  cheats  and  impostors,  because  there  are  among  the 
former  some  shirking  pettifoggers  and  among  the  latter  some 
unprincipled  quacks.    Thousands  of  the  worthy  and  indus-j 
trious  poor  of  our  City  are  to  be  found  habitually  suffering  in' 
the  Winter  season  from  the  want  of  employment  alone,  and 
are  driven  by  necessity  to  seek  relief  from  private  charity  or 
from  public  institutions  at  a  time  when  they  are  willing  and 
anxious  to  labor  for  their  own  support."* 

*  Report  Union  Benevolent  Association,  1836. 
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We  copy  the  following  from  a  publication  of  the  day,  enti- 
tled A  Plea  for  the  Poor  : — 

"With  respect  to  the  habitual  idleness  of  the  poor,"  says 
the  paper,  "  which  is  a  frequent  theme  for  declamation,  with 
thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  people,  it  is  in  a  great  degree 
destitute  of  foundation.  That  there  are  idlers  among  the 
poor  as  among  the  rich  no  one  will  doubt,  but  from  re- 
peated investigation  I  can  state  that  the  number  bears  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  whole  body.  Is  there  any  occupation 
ever  so  severe,  ever  so  degrading,  ever  so  pernicious  to  health 
that  does  not  find  persons  who  gladly  seize  the  opportunity 
of  being  employed  in  it  and  court  it  as  a  favor,  no,  most 
certainly  !  The  situation  of  watchmen  and  news  carriers  ex- 
posed to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  weather,  that  of  hodmen  so 
excessively  laborous  and  dangerous,  of  coal-heavers  so  miser- 
ably paid,  of  scavengers  so  humiliating  and  uncleanly,  are  as 
anxiously  sought  after,  as  places  of  honor  and  profit  are  sought 
after  by  politicians.  For  every  vacancy  that  occurs  in  any  of  \ 
^/these  occupations,  repelling  as  they  are,  there  are  dozens 
V  waiting  to  fill  it.  Out  door  laborers  in  low  situations  though 
so  much  exposed  to  fevers  and  agues,  stone-breakers  on  turn- 
pikes who  are  exposed  in  Summer  to  the  scorching  rages  of 
the  burning  sun,  and  in  Winter  to  the  peltings  of  the  pitiless 
storm,  are  always  to  be  found  when  wanted,  almost  without 
question  as  to  the  wages  paid.  Let  us  hear  no  more,  then,  of 
the  miserable  clamor  about  the  idleness  of  the  poor,  of  which 
the  direct  effects  are  to  harden  the  hearts  of  the  rich  and 
furnish  an  excuse  to  the  ignoble,  by  which  the  worthy  poor 
are  debarred  of  the  succor  to  which  their  sufferings  entitle 
them.  It  is  an  aphorism  of  law  that  it  is  better  that  one  hun- 
dred criminals  escape  than  that  one  innocent  man  suffer. 
Without  discussing  this  point,  I  venture  to  offer  as  a  maxim 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  humane,  that  it  is  far  better  to 
relieve  two  unworthy,  than  to  allow  one  meritorious  poor  man 
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or  woman  to  suffer  the  pangs  of  hunger,  or  perish  with  the 
cold.  '  A  reward  is  promised  to  him  who  gives  a  cup  of  cold 
water  from  motives  of  charity,  without  any  restriction  that  the 
donee  shall  be  upright  and  immaculate.  The  good  Samaritan 
is  held  out  as  an  example  for  us  to  follow,  and  Isaiah  saith, 
I.,  xviii.  ''Deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry:'  "Bring  the  poor 
that  are  cast  out  into  thy  house."  "  When  thoii  seest  the  naked 
cover  them." 


Extract  from  a  late  Report  of  the  Union  Benevolent 
Association,  showing  its  Present  System  as 
compared  with  its  Earlier  Work. 

THE  value  of  all  organized  charity  work  must  depend  upon 
the  merits  of  its  execution.  If  the  disposition  of  its 
favors  be  lavish  or  ill  considered,  the  work  is  worse  than 
useless,  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  alms  are  worthily  be- 
stowed in  the  relief  of  actual  want  and  suffering,  then  must 
they  carry  with  them  a  blessing.  But  it  should  always  be 
borne  in  mind  that  administering  to  physical  suffering,  how- 
ever meritorious  in  itself,  is  not  the  true  work  of  organized 
charity.  Its  real  mission  is  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  the  poor,  the  administering  of  temporal  aid  being  accessory 
and  secondary,  to  be  used  as  a  lever,  so  to  speak,  to  aid  the 
principal  work.    Without  some 

Higher  Motive 

than  the  mere  distribution  of  alms  in  the  treatment  of  poverty, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  charity  iniscalled  is 
noxious  rather  than  beneficient.  Nevertheless  wholesome  les- 
sons cannot  be  enforced  upon  starving  men  and  women  without 
first  relieving  their  bodily  wants.  We  cannot  say  to  the  hungry 
and  naked,  "be  ye  fed  and  clothed,"  and  expect  to  gain  ad- 
mission to  their  hearts,  but  by  contributing  timely  relief  to  the 
body  the  mind  is  opened  to  the  kindly  words,  and  as  the 


THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 


45 


moral  nature  is  most  receptive  when  the  physical  is  depressed, 
the  occasion  should  be  improved  to  influence  the  individual 
for  his  good.  Our  system  is  one  of  voluntary  visitation  by 
faithful  women  to  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  to  learn  by  ob- 
servation and  inquisition  how  they  live  and  what  they  do. 
To  reach  the  largest  number  without  the  Visitors  interfering 
with  each  other  or  with  the  work  of  other  people,  the  City  is 
laid  off  in  districts,  sub-divided  again  into  sections,  and  their 
area  adjusted  according  to  the  number  and  character  of  the 
population.  Over  each  of  these  sections  there  is  placed  one  or 
more  ladies  of 

Tried  Character  and  Fitness, 

who  are  expected  to  reside  in  their  sections,  so  as  to  be  near 
and  familiar  with  their  poor.  As  there  are  sections  almost 
wholly  composed  of  the  evil-disposed  and  intemperate  masses, 
male  Visitors  are  distributed  to  have  charge  of  them. 

The  Manner  of  Visitation 

is  as  follows  : — two  days  are  set  apart  in  each  week  to  go  over 
the  ground.  Worthy  individuals  or  families  in  extreme  destitu- 
tion receive  a  suitable  award  of  money  or  comforts,  accordmg 
to  circumstances  ;  a  familiar  talk  ensues,  and  if  the  parties  are 
in  mental  distress  a  prayer  is  offered,  when  not  objected  to, 
and  a  suitable  book  or  tract  left  for  them  to  read.  The  habit- 
ually indolent  or  intemperate  receive  no  aid  unless  it  be  of  the 
most  temporary  character,  in  cases  of  extreme  distress,  and 
that  in  food  or  material  only.  The  districts  are  organized 
separately  by  the  Visitors  in  each  choosing  one  of  their  own 
number  to  act  as  Secretary.  These  Secretaries  constitute  a  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Work,  which  meets  monthly,  and  is  called  the 
Ladies'  Branch.  It  allots  to  its  respective  visitors  their  quotos 
for  distribution  and  directs  the  entire  work  of  visitation.  The 
district  corps  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  distinct  bodies, 
working  together  as  one.    Their  visitors  have  power  to  make 
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independent  collections  of  money  and  material,  and  they  bring 
under  contribution  many  of  the  Dorcas  and  other  relief  socie- 
ties, and  thus  become  the  almoners,  in  part,  for  numerous 
other  charities  and  individuals,  and  gather  and  distribute  much 
which  does  not  pass  into  the  general  fund,  but  is  accounted 
for  to  the  Ladies'  Branch,  and  appears  in  its  reports  of  the  dis- 
trict work.  The  system  is  so  thorough  that,  with  the  right 
kind  of  support,  a  corps  of  Visitors  could  be  put  on  large 
enough  to  leave  no  house  unvisited  and  every  unworthy  one 
registered  for  public  reference. 

Over  all  the  work  there  is  an  Executive  Board  of  Gentle- 
men, charged  with  improvising,  legislating  and  providing  ways 
and  means.  It  divides  its  duties  between  Committees  of  Fi- 
nance, Office  and  Relief,  Fuel  and  Stores,  Publication,  Confer- 
ence, (with  Ladies'  Branch,)  and  Legacies  and  Trusts.  The 
duties  of  these  Committees  are  so  obvious  that  we  need  not 
designate  them.  To  give  relief  to  a  numerous  class  of  unobtru- 
sive suffering  persons,  a  store  for  the  employment  of 

Sewing  Women 

is  a  part  of  the  system.    It  is  situated  at  present  at 

No.  202  South  Eleventh  Street, 

below  Walnut,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  exclu- 
sively. It  gives  employment  to  numerous  women  of  the 
better  class  ;  and  might  be,  if  properly  understood  and  patroni- 
zed, a  great  and  worthy  charity  in  itself  ^ 

We  have  thus  quite  fully  explained  the  organization  and 
working  of  the  Society.  As  may  be  seen  it  is  more  than  an 
attendant  upon  suffering ; 

IT  IS  AN  educator, 

a  reformer,  a  lifter-up.  By  its  mode  of  dealing  with  the  poor, 
individual  character  is  not  weakened,  but  fortified ;  the  poor 
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being  taught  to  rely  upon  their  own  exertions,  and  not  to  ex- 
act assistance  as  a  moral  or  a  legal  right.  Its  practice  is  not 
only  investigation  and  detection, — it  is  diagnosis  and  the  art 
of  healing,  and  requires 

TACT,  TENDERNESS,  AND  FIRMNESS 

and  readiness  of  resource.  It  brings  men  and  women  into 
contact  with  the  unfortunate,  and  affords  endless  opportuni- 
ties of  doing  good.  It  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
battle  against  pauperism  as  it  exists,  which  is  an  aggressive 
work,  and  in  the  existing  state  of  society  is  a  cause  worthy 
the  wisest  and  best  efforts  of  intelligent  zeal.  "Where  there 
is  a  pauper  there  is  sin,"  says  a  writer;  but  pauperism  is  one 
thing,  poverty  and  suffering  is  another !  Whatever  may  be 
true  of  the  one,  the  other  remains  an  ever  present  charge 
upon  society;  it  may  be  for  its  good,  and  to  ameliorate  it  is 
a  duty  laid  upon  Christianity.  To  learn  who  are  the  de- 
serving and  how  far  to  extend  aid  without  demoralization,  is 
at  once  difficult  and  delicate.  Whilst  there  is  much  make-be- 
lieve suffering  obtruded,  there  is  much  more  that  is  real  which 
does  not  obtrude,  and  which  the  friendly  hand  and  encourag- 
ing word  of  Christian  sympathy  will  oftimes  dispel  and  turn 
to  good  account. 
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DIRECTIONS  TO  VISITORS. 


TO  THE  GENTLEMEN. 

1.  — You  will  visit  such  poor  families  or  persons  residing 
within  your  district  as  may  be  committed  to  your  charge  by 
the  lady  visitors  ;  or  as  may  come  to  your  knowledge,  and 
which  you  may  deem  improper  or  inconvenient  for  the  ladies 
to  visit,  and  in  all  cases  render  such  advice  and  assistance  to 
the  Ladies'  Committees  as  will  facilitate  the  performance  of 
their  duties. 

2.  — Whenever  called  upon  by  the  ladies  to  visit  a  family, 
previously  to  your  so  doing,  obtain  from  the  female  visitors 
as  accurate  an  account  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family,  as 
they  may  have  been  able  to  procure. 

3.  — Should  any  case,  requiring  attention,  come  to  your 
knowledge,  which  has  not  obtained  the  notice  of  the  Ladies' 
Committee,  you  will  give  them  immediate  information  thereof. 

4.  — You  will  endeavor  to  promote  the  good  of  those  whom 
you  are  called  upon  to  visit,  by  pointing  out  the  advantages 
of  education  to  their  children  ;  and  render  every  assistance 
necessary  to  introduce  the  children  into  infant,  public,  and 
other  schools,  which  may  be  open  for  their  instruction. 

5 — Endeavor  to  make  the  poor  sensible  of  the  absolute  im- 
portance of  employment,  and  aid  them  in  obtaining  it.  In 
many  cases  it  will  be  desirable  to  point  out  the  advantages  of 
the  Fuel  Saving  Society,  and  Saving  Banks,  and  encourage 
weekly  deposits  for  rent  and  other  purposes. 
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6. — Take  every  opportunity  of  enforcing  upon  the  poor 
committed  to  your  care,  the  importance  of  habits  of  strict  so- 
briety, as  a  means  of  increasing  their  physical  and  moral  well 
being,  and  also  of  discouraging  them  by  all  suitable  arguments 
from  wasting  their  pecuniary  means  in  lotteries  and  othe4:^pe- 
cies  of  gambling.  '~ 

". — In  all  cases  which  may  come  under  your  notice,  you 
will  be  careful  to  guard  against  imposition,  and  prevent  the 
supplies  which  may  be  at  your  disposal  from  being  appropri- 
ated to  the  undeserving. 

8. — You  will  keep  an  accurate  and  particular  account  of  all 
cases  attended  to  by  you,  and  forward  the  same,  together  with 
such  remarks  as  you  may  deem  expedient  to  make,  at  least 
once  a  month,  to  such  Committee  as  the  Executive  Board 
may  appoint  to  receive  them. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  visitors  of  each  district  meet 
together  at  least  once  a  month,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing 
among  themselves  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  their  respective 
districts,  and  to  consult  upon  such  cases  of  difficulty  as  may 
present  themselves. 

TO  THE  LADIES. 

1.  — Your  first  duty  will  be  to  call  on  the  families  from 
whom  you  are  to  obtain  aid  in  case  of  need  ;  make  them  fully 
acquainted  with  the  plan  of  this  Association,  and  request  them 
to  concentrate  all  their  charities  upon  the  section  pointed  out 
to  them,  and  withhold  from  all  others. 

2.  — You  will  visit  the  poor  families  comprised  in  your  sec- 
tion, at  least  once  in  two  weeks,  and  as  much  oftener  as  cir- 
cumstances may  render  expedient,  with  the  view  of  promoting 
their  temporal  improvement.  In  case  of  sickness,  or  any  in- 
dispensable duty,  provide  a  substitute. 

3.  — You  will  make  it  your  first  object  to  secure  their  confi- 
dence, by  conducting  yourselves  towards  them  in  such  a 
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manner,  as  to  prove  that  you  are  actuated  by  motives  of  benevo- 
lence, and  have  their  welfare  in  view. 

4.  — Endeavor  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
family,  the  ages  of  the  children,  whether  they  attend  any 
school,  or  can  read — the  means  of  subsistence,  the  amount  o^ 
rent  paid,  and  the  period  of  their  residence  in  the  district. 

5.  — You  will  not  fail  to  inculcate  habits  of  industry  and 
cleanliness,  both  of  houses  and  persons.  Endeavor  to  make 
the  poor  sensible  of  the  absolute  importance  of  employment, 
and  aid  them  in  obtaining  it.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  desira- 
ble to  point  out  the  advantages  of  saving  banks,  and  other 
beneficial  institutions,  and  encourage  weekly  deposits  for  rent, 
and  other  purposes. 

6.  — In  cases  of  sickness  and  want,  you  will  endeavor  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  any  medical  or  other  attendance — 
whether  relief  is  afforded  by  any  benevolent  society  or  indi- 
viduals, and  what  charitable  assistance  is  required. 

7.  — The  Managers  recommend  that  relief  should  be  admin- 
istered, (when  practicable,)  through  the  medium  of  some  ex- 
isting society  or  institution  ;  and  the  visitors  should  be  pro- 
vided with  recommendations  to  such  societies,  and  to  the 
nearest  dispensaries,  to  be  used  as  occasion  may  require. 

8 — It  will  be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind,  the  prevalence  of 
imposture  ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  the  frequency  of  your  visits 
will  greatly  facilitate  its  detection.  While  you  will  avoid  all 
appearance  of  harshness  or  want  of  feeling  for  the  misery 
which  meets  your  notice,  you  will  use  every  precaution  to 
guard  against  the  misapplication  of  charitable  aid  to  objects  of 
pretended  distress,  or  to  those  who  are  receiving  adequate  re- 
lief from  other  sources. 

g — It  will  generally  be  desirable,  that  the  visitors  should 
go  two  and  two  ;  although  they  may  frequently  be  engaged 
at  the  same  time,  with  different  families,  under  the  same  roof. 
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10.  — Endeavor  to  promote  the  good  of  those  you  visit,  by 
pointing  out  the  advantages  of  education  to  their  children,  the 
duty  of  keeping  holy  the  Sabbath  day,  the  importance  of  at- 
tending the  public  worship  of  God,  and  the  excellence  of  the 
sacred  scriptures  ;  and  as  far  as  prudence  may  dictate,  urge 
immediate  and  constant  attention  to  these  things. 

11.  — You  will  be  careful  not  to  communicate  to  persons 
whom  you  may  visit,  the  names  of  any  individuals  who  may 
have  given  you  information  respecting  their  habits  or  circum- 
stances. 

12.  — You  will  be  provided  with  a  blank  schedule,  which 
you  will  fill  up  and  accompany  with  a  notice  of  every  particu- 
lar occurrence  tending  to  illustrate  character,  show  improve- 
ment, or  call  for  particular  advice,  with  such  general  observa- 
tions on  the  state  of  your  section,  as  may  be  useful.  Record 
the  names  of  those  you  visit. 
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OFFICERS 

OF 

THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION, 

Chosen  af  the  First  Eleciion,  held  October  18.  1831. 


PRESI  DENT. 


THOMAS  C.  JAMES,  M.  D. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

PHILIP  GARRETT, 
JOHN  GOODMAN. 


TREASURER. 

FREDERICK  FRALEY. 


CORRESPONDING  SECTt-TARY. 


JOHN  BELL. 


RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

JAMES  J.  BARCLAY. 


Thomas  Rogers, 
Edmund  J.  Yard, 
Jacob  Lex, 
Robert  Earp, 
D.  Francis  Condie,  M. 
Charles  S.  Wurts, 
Benjamin  Naglee, 
Caspar  Morris,  M.  D., 
Isaac  W.  Norris, 
John  Kessler.  jr.. 


managers. 

William  H.  Keating, 
Anthony  M.  Buckley 
Edward  Needles, 
John  Sloan, 
Thomas  Booth, 
Charles  Evans,  M 
Isaac  S.  Loyd, 
John  Rakestravv, 
James  Martin, 
Marmaduke  C.  Cope. 


D. 


D. 
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Nai-nes   of  Officers  and    Managers  who  have 
served  from  1831  to  1880,  inclusive. 


PRESIDENTS. 


THOMAS  C.  JAMES,  1831  1834 

PHILIP  GARRETT,   1835  1842 

CHARLES  S.  WURTS,  i843  1858 

SAMUEL  H.  PERKINS,   ■  ■■  ■  "859  1871 

WILLIAM  A.  PORTER,   ...  .1872  1880 


VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

PHILIP  GARRETT,  1831  1834 

JOHN  GOODMAN,  1831 

SAMUEL  MOORE,  M.  D.,   ■  .   .  .  .1832 

CHARLES  S.  WURTS,  •  1833  1842 

A.  M.  BUCKLEY,  '835  1845 

CHARLES  EVANS,  M.  D.,  1843  '857 

J.  MARSH  ALI- PAUL,  M.  1).,  1845 

RICHARD  D.WOOD  1847  1868 

1.  KISHER  LEAMING,  1858  18S0 

BENJAMIN  COATES,  1869  1871 

THOMAS  LATIMER,  1872  1880 


TREASURER. 

FREDERICK  FR.XLEY, 
JOHN  WELSH,  JR,  .  .  . 
EDMUND  WILCOX,  .  . 

E.  R.  WOOD,  

S.  WEIR  LEWIS,  .  .  .  , 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 


Jt)HN  BELL,  1831  1833 

T.  LEAMING  SMITH,  •  1834 

JAMES  S.  NEWBOLD  1835  1846 

JOHN  WELSH,  JR,  1847  1855 

J.  FISHER  LEAMING,  1856  1857 

I..  MONTGOMERY  BOND,  .  .  .,  1858  iS?o 


1 83 1  1833 

1834  1842 

1843  1868 

1869  1875 

1875  1880 
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RECORDING  SECRETARY. 


JAMES  J.  BARCLAY  1831  1832 

PETER  McCALL,  1832 

T.  TEAMING  SMITH,  1833 

CHARLES  E.  LEX,  1834  1837 

JAMES  W.  PAUL  1838  1840 

STOCKER  LEWIS  1841 

SAUNDERS  LEWIS,  1841  1843 

JAMES  W.  PAUL,  1844 

EDWARD  ARMSTRONG,   1845  1850 

THOMAS  LATIMER,  1851  1854 

JOHN  H.  ATWOOD,   1855  1880 


COUNSELLORS. 

PETER  McCALL,  Solicitor,  1832 

JOB  R.  TYSON,  1832 

SIDNEY  G.  FISHER,  1833 

T.  TEAMING  SMITH,  1834 


SOLICITOR. 

JOHN  B.  GEST,  1873  1880 


PHYSICIANS. 

FRANCIS  W.  LEWIS,  M.  D.,  1858 

WILLIAM  R.  DUNTON,  M.  D.,  '858  1839 

HILBORN  WEST,  M.  D.  •  •  1859 
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MANAGERS. 


Aertsen,  Robert  B.,  .  .  . 

1833 

1837 

■  1835 

Ashbridge,  William,     .  . 

1839 

.  1837 

AUibone,  S.  Austin,  .  .  . 

1842 

1857 

Collins,  William  M.,  . 

.  1846 

1863 

Abbott,  William,  .... 

1847 

1852 

Colwell,  Stephen,  .  .  . 

.  1847 

1848 

Atwood,  John  M.,  .... 

1850 

1851 

Claghorn,  John  W.,  .  . 

.  1848 

Armstrong,  Edward,  .  .  . 

1851 

1856 

Collins,  William,  .   .  . 

.  1S49 

1851 

Atwood,  John  H.,.  .   .  . 

1854 

1880 

.  1850 

Ashhurst,  John,  .... 

1858 

1871 

1851 

Coffin,  Arthur  G  

1852 

1880 

Buckley,  Anthony  M,  .  . 

1831 

1834 

Claghorn,  John  W.,  .  . 

■  1853 

1868 

Booth,  Thomas,    .  .   .  . 

1831 

1832 

Clay,  Joseph  A.,   .   .  . 

.  1863 

1880 

1831 

1832 

Collins,  A.  M.,  .   .  .  . 

.  1864 

1871 

1832 

1833 

Coates,  Benjamin,     .  . 

.  1872 

1876 

Burgin,  M.  D.  George  H., 

1834 

Colesberry,  Alex.  P.,  . 

■  1875 

1880 

Baldwin,  M.  W.,  .   .   .  . 

1835 

1861 

Bettle,  jr.,  Samuel  .   .   .  . 

1835 

1844 

.  1831 

1832 

Barton,  Isaac,  

1835 

Dixon,  Hugh,  .... 

.  1834 

Brown,  William  H.,  . 

1836 

Donaldson,  John,  .  .  . 

■  183s 

'039 

1842 

Davidson,  Robert  B.,  . 

•  '835 

•837 

T<  ^r^lot^     11"  li"\hn 

Doiiicn,  jr.,  juiiii   .    .    .  . 

1846 

187^ 

Dickson,  James  N.,  .  . 

•  1843 

1871 

Boswell,  James  J., 

1  04/ 

Dulles,  Joseph  H.,    .  . 

■  1857 

Rnrlrl     VVillinm  A 

1850 

1872 

1880 

1850 

1880 

.  1831 

1832 

OUIKIiaiL,    VillCllLillC,  . 

i8i;6 

R  n  r  L'  n  p  1 1     W  i  1 1 1  n  m 

i8i;7 

Evans,  M.  D.,  Charles, 

1831 

1842 

RnHrl   Thomas  A 

i8;8 

1871 

Earp,  George,    .    .    .  . 

■  '833 

1836 

Boulton,  William  G.,  . 

1859 

i860 

Eckert,  George,     .   .  . 

•  '83s 

1845 

Binney,  jr.,  Horace  .  . 

1862 

Elkinton,  Joseph,  .   .  . 

■835 

Bayard,  James,  .... 

1863 

1867 

Evans,  jr.,  William  .  . 

.  1862 

1863 

Burt,  Nathaniel,    .  .  . 

1877 

1880 

Evans,  Nelson  F.,    .  . 

.875 

1880 

Bettle,  Henry,  .... 

1880 

.  1832 

Fling,  William  B.,    .  . 

Condie,  M.D.,  D.  Francis 

.  '831 

1832 

Fisher,  Sidney  G.,     .  . 

•  1833 

Cope,  Marmaduke  C,  . 

.  1831 

1832 

Fobes,  George  W.,    .  . 

.  1834 

Cope,  Charles  S.,  .   .  . 

1831 

Fitch,  M.  D.,  S.  S.,  .  . 

•  1835 

1840 

Collins,  Isaac,  

■  1833 

.  1836 

1857 

Coates,  Benjamin,  .   .  . 

•  1834 

1868 

.  1834 

1846 

Foster,  Thomas  S.,  .  . 

.  1852 

Clark,  Thomas  W.,  .  . 

■  1834 

1835 

Fleming,  William  W., 

•  >853 
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Gerhard,  Benjamin,  .   .  . 

1833 

Mason,  jr.,  Samuel,  .  . 

•  '833 

1834 

Gill,  George  W.,  .   .   .  . 

1836 

1837 

Massey,  Robert  V.,  .  . 

1836 

1845 

Gardner,  M.  D.,  Richard, 

1845 

1847 

Miller,  Augustus  J.,  .  . 

•  'S37 

.S38 

Garrett,  Philip  C,     .   .  . 

1864 

1865 

Musgrave,  William,  .  . 

.  1847 

1849 

Graeff,  John  E.,    .   .    ,  . 

1865 

1880 

Montgomery,  John  C, 

1849 

1850 

Gest,  John  B.,      .   .   .  . 

1869 

1880 

Morris,  Jacob  G.,  .    .  . 

•  '853 
.  1858 

Hinchman,  Adam,    .  . 

1832 

Morris,  George  C,    .  . 

.  1869 

1880 

Hall,  John,  

1833 

Milne,  Caleb  J.,    .    .  . 

.  1872 

1880 

Handy,  George,    .   .  . 

1833 

Morris,  Charles  S.,    .  . 

■  1875 

1877 

Hacker,  Jeremiah,    .  . 

1842 

1856 

Madeira,  Louis  C,  . 

■  1875 

1880 

Heiskell,  Colson,  .   .  . 

1846 

McHenry,  James  O,, 

■  1875 

1579 

"Harper,  John  M.,  .   .  . 

1857 

Hartshorne,  Charles, 

1872 

•873 

Naglee,  Benjamin,    .  . 
Norris,  Isaac  W.,  .   .  . 

.  IS3I 
.  1831 

T_1  ,„           T  ITT 

Johnson,  Israel  H.,  .  . 

1850 

1852 

Needles,  Edward,  .   .  . 
Newbold,  William  H.. 

.  I83I 
■  '833 

1846 

Kessler,  jr.,  John,  .   .  . 
Keating,  William  H.,  . 
Keen,  W.  W.,  .  .  .  . 

1831 
1831 
1838 

1835 

Newkirk,  Matthew,  .  . 
Newbold,  James  S., 
Newbold,  W.  F.,  .   .  . 

■  1833 
.  1834 

■  1837 

'839 

King,  Robert  P.,  .   .   .  . 

1853 

1856 

Ogden,  John  M.,  .    .  . 

.  I83I 

Loyd,  Isaac  S.,  .   .   .  . 
Lex,  Jacob,  

.  1831 
•  1831 

Orne,  Benjamin,   .   .  . 

1847 
'S53 

1852 
•875 

Little,  M.  D.,  S.,  .  .  . 

Love,  Giles,  

Loyd,  Samuel,  .... 
Lex,  Charles  E.,   .    .  . 
Learning,  J.  Jbisher,  .  . 
Lea,  Ihomas  1.,  .   .  . 
Lewis,  Saunders,  .   .  . 
I^atimer,  Thomas,  .   .  . 
Lewis,  Edwin  M.,    .  . 
Locke,  Zebulon, 
Lewis,  S.  Weir,     .   .  . 
Laws,  M.  D.,  James, 

1831 

•  1831 

■  1835 

•  1838 
.  1 84 1 
.  1 84 1 

•  1844 

•  1847 
.  1851 

•  1857 

■  1873 
.  1878 

1842 

1841 

1050 

1849 
1846 
1880 
1854 

I  SOI 

1880 
1880 

Peterson,  George,  .   .  . 
Paul,  J.  Marshall,  .   .  . 
Pennock,  M.  D.,  C.  W  , 
Parrish,  Dillwyn,  .    .  . 
Pearsall,  Robert,  . 
Perkins,  A.  R,  .   .   .  . 
Paul,  James  W.,    .  ■ 
Perkins,  Samuel  H,  .  . 
Purves,  William,  .    .  . 
Perkins,  A.  R.,  .... 
Porter,  William  A.,  .  . 

Rogers,  Thomas,  .   .  . 

.832 

■  1832 
1834 

■  1835 
.  1838 

•839 
1845 
.  1846 
.  1848 
I86I 
.  1869 

■  '831 

1844 

1847 
1880 

1880 

1833 

Morris,  Caspar,  .... 

•  1831 

Rakestraw,  John,  .   .  . 

•  I83I 

Martin,  James,  .... 

-  1831 

Randolph,  Nathaniel, 

■  1839 

1849 

McCall,  Peter,  .... 

•  1832 

1833 

Rhodes,  Charles,  .   .  . 

■  1859 

1868 

Moore,  John  W^ilson, 

1832 

Marache,  Nicholson, 

.  1832 

Sloan,  John,  

•  I83I 

1833 
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Sharpless,  Townsend,  . 

.  1834 

Scattergood,  Thomas,  . 

.  1834 

Smith,  T.  Leaming,  .  . 

1 8^8 

I  840 

Sherman,  William  t.,  . 

1  030 

■  1^52 

Starr,  irsd.  Ratchtord, 

t  C  r  r 

IS56 

Smith,  Horace,  .... 

I  ScK 

bharpiess,  Wilnam  i  .,  . 

I  Sen 

Sherrerd,  Henry  D.,  . 

.  1866 

1880 

Sailer,  Randolph,  .   .  . 

.  1868 

Tingley,  Benjamin  W.,  . 

•  1 034 

'044 

■  '835 

Tingley,  Clement,.  .  . 

.  1836 

1837 

Taylor,  John  D.,  .   .   .  . 

.  1854 

1862 

Turnpenny,  Joseph  C,  . 

■  1858 

1862 

1840 

I84I 

1869 

I87I 

-  I83I 

1832 

1832 

1834 

Wood,  Richard  D.,  .  .  . 

•1833 

.1834 

Wilson,  Matthew,  ■    .  . 

1834 

1837 

'835 

.1838 

Wood,  Richard  D.,  .   .  . 

.1838 

1846 

1S49 

Welsh,  jr.,  John,  

■  1843 

1S46 

■  1843 

1844 

Walsh,  Robert  F.,  .   .  . 

1846 

1852 

Wattson,  Thomas,     .  . 

.  1854 

1870 

Wain,  S.  Morris,  .   .  . 

■  1857 

1803 

Wood,  Richard,  .... 

..1859 

1880 

Wurts,  M.  D.,  Charles  S. 

..1859 

1880 

1862 

1868 

Wain,  S.  Morris,  .... 

.  1869 

1870 

Wood,  E.  R.,  

.1876 

1880 

.  1831 

1832 

Zollicoffer,  Henry  M.,  .  . 

.1S48 

1849 

/ 
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The  Union  Benevolent  Association. 


OFFICEJEIS   FOR  1881-'8S. 


President. 
Hon.  WILLIAM  A.  PORTER. 

Vice-Presidents. 
J.  FISHER  LEAMING,  THOMAS  LATIMER. 

Treasurer. 

LOUIS  C.  MADEIRA,  322  Walnut  street. 

Corresponding  Secretary.  Recording  Secretary. 

L.  MONTGOMERY  BOND.  JOHN  H.  ATWOOD. 

Solicitor. 
JOHN  B.  GEST. 


WILLIAM  A.  PORTER, 
J.  FISHER  LEAMING, 
THOMAS  LATIMER, 
S.  WEIR  LEWIS, 
L.  MONTGOMERY  BOND, 
JOHN  H.  ATWOOD, 
WM.  PURVES, 
ARTHUR  G.  COFFIN, 


On  Finance. 
HENRY  D.  SHERRERD, 
ARTHUR  G.  COFFIN, 
JOHN  H.  "ATWOOD, 
LOUIS  C.  MADEIRA, 
S.  WEIR  LEWIS. 

On  Fuel  and  Stoves. 
JOHN  E  GRAEFF, 
J.  FISHER  LEAMING, 
HENRY  BETTLE, 
NATHANIEL  BURT, 
A.  P.  COLESBERRY. 


LOUIS  C.  MADEIRA, 

L.  MONTGOMERY 


MANAGERS. 
RICHARD  WOOD, 
CHAS.  S.  WURTS,  M.  D., 
EDW.  R.  WOOD, 
JOHN  E.  GRAEFF, 
HENRY  D.  SHERRERD, 
JOHN  B,  GEST, 
A.  F.  DAMON, 
CALEB  J.  MILNE, 

COMMITTEES. 

On  Conference. 
LOUIS  C.  MADEIRA, 
THOMAS  LATIMER, 
L.  MONTGOMERY  BOND, 
NATHANIEL  BURT, 
A.  F.  DAMON. 


ALEX.  P.  COLESBERRY, 
LOUIS  C  MADEIRA, 
NATHANIEL  BURT, 
JAMES  LAWS,  M.  D., 
HENRY  BETTLE, 
HENRY  T.  COATES, 
J.  RALSTON  GRANT, 
ALFRED  L.  CLAY. 


On  Office  and  Relief, 
JOHN  H.  ATWOOD, 
RICHARD  WOOD, 
CHAS.  S.  WURTS,  M.  D., 
CALEB  J.  MILNE, 
HENRY  T.  COATES. 


On  Publication. 
L.  MONTGOMERY  BOND, 
E.  R.  WOOD, 
WM.  PURVES, 
JAMES  LAWS,  M.  D., 
J.  RALSTON  GRANT. 

On  Store. 
THOMAS  LATIMER, 
BOND,  JAK 


On  Legacies  and  Trusts. 
THOMAS  LATIMER, 
ALEX.  P.  COLESBERRY, 
S.  WEIR  LEWIS, 
RICHARD  WOOD, 
ALFRED  L.  CLAY. 


NATHANIEL  BURT, 
LAWS,  M.  D. 


J.  A.  GARDNER,  Agent, 

Office,  No.  118  South  SeveiitH  Street. 
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LADIES'  BRANCH 


Officers  and  Visitors  for  1881. 

President, 

Miss  SOPHIA  JONES. 

Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary, 

Miss  O.  S.  MORRIS.  Miss  MARY  POTTS. 


Mrs.  C.  B.  Eckert, 
Miss  H.  S.  Levering, 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Coates, 
Miss  Rebecca  M.  Gobrecht, 
Miss  Susan  W.  Shaw, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Vankirk, 
Mrs.  S.  a.  Hunter, 
Miss  E.  Price, 


Officers  of  Districts. 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 


Miss  H.  S.  Levering, 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Eckert, 
Miss  E.  T.  Wright, 
Miss  Julia  Sherman, 
Mrs.  Louisa  Austie, 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Azcarate. 
Miss  E.  M.  Lisle, 
Miss  Sophia  Jones, 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Taws, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Foulke, 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Coates, 
Mrs.  G.  M.  S.  Jones, 
Mrs.  M.  R.  McEwen, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Pollock, 
Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Carver, 
Mrs.  R.  N.  Gleason, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Hunter, 
Miss  O.  S.  Morris, 
Miss  A.  D.  Colesberry, 
Miss  T.  Espy, 
Miss  C.  R.  Espy, 
Mrs.  S.  Mcllwain, 
Miss  A.  E.  Howarth, 
Miss  Mary  Brown, 


VISITORS. 

Miss  E.  Price, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Hoover, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Stuart, 
Miss  F.  Webb, 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Harris, 
Mrs.  M.  Fulton, 
Miss  A.  C.  Fulton, 
Mrs.  E.  F.  A.  Cooper, 
Mrs.  S.  M.  McElroy, 
Mrs.  M.  O.  Beyard, 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Senseman, 
Miss  Mary  Potts, 
Miss  R.  M.  Gobrecht, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Neidhard, 
Miss  M.  A.  Lewis, 
Miss  L.  Brown, 
Miss  E.  Wheeler, 
Mrs.  S.  Brown, 
Mrs.  Amelia  Madeira, 
Miss  Susan  W.  Shaw, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Vankirk, 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Brown, 
Miss  I.  Fawcett, 
Miss  J.  Farrel, 


A.  Hoover, 
.  Fulton, 

C.  Fulton, 
Fawck.tt, 
Farrel, 

D.  Yates, 

H.  Patterson. 


Mrs.  R.  H.  Krail, 
Miss  A.  Plowman, 
Mrs.  S.  Dawes, 
Miss  S.  Fisher, 
Mrs.  A.  Merrill, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Stoyle, 
Mrs.  M.  Stout, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Tyrell, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Keyser, 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Yates, 
Miss  E.  H.  Patterson, 
Miss  E.  Campbell, 
Mrs.  K.  D.  Ledyard, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Megee, 
Mrs.  M.  Aitken, 
Mrs.  H.  Graeff, 
Mrs.  A.  Brandt, 
Mrs.  A.  Welker, 
Miss  C.  Martin, 
Miss  Jane  C.  Hay, 
Miss  Lydia  Prevost, 
Mrs.  A.  K.  Paysont, 
Mrs.  Mary  Bryan. 


INDUSTRIAL,  STORE. 

Ladies'  Branch,  202  South  Eleventh  Street. 


COMMITTEE  IN  CHARGE. 


Miss  Sophia  Jones, 
Miss  C.  Martin, 


Miss  O.  S.  Morris, 
Miss  Emma  Price, 


Mrs.  E.  D.  Yates, 
Miss  Emily  Campbell. 


APPENDIX. 


.  CON  STITUTION 

OF 

The  Union  Benevolent  Association. 


WHEREAS,  in  all  populous  communities,  and  especially  in 
large  cities,  the  evils  of  pauperism  are  found  to  press 
lieavily,  both  on  the  poor,  by  privation,  and  on  the  rich  by  taxa- 
tion ;  and  since  experience  shows  that  the  comfort  and  well-being 
of  every  individual  in  society  are  liable  to  interruption  by  dis- 
orderly conduct  and  crimes  which  too  often  accompany  poverty  ; 
and  whereas,  it  is  a  duty  admitted  to  be  binding  upon  all  persons, 
to  aid  in  alleviating,  and  still  more,  in  preventing  the  misfortunes 
and  sufferings  of  their  fellow  citizens,  we,  the  undersigned,  after 
due  deliberation  on  the  subject,  do  hereby  agree  to  the  following 
Constitution,  as  the  means  by  which  actual  distress  will  be  best 
mitigated  and  removed,  pauperism  and  its  concomitant  ills  pre- 
vented, and  employment  and  instruction  provided  for  the  indigent 
and  needy,  compatibly  with  justice  to  all  classes,  and  the  best 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  I. 

This  Society  shall  be  called  "The  Union  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  who  shall 
subscribe  to  this  Constitution,  and  pay  into  the  hands]  of  the 
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Treasurer  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life  ;  and 
every  such  citizen  who  shall  subscribe  to  this  Constitution,  and 
pay  annually  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  two  dol- 
lars, shall  be  a  member  while  he  contributes. 

ARTICL,E  III. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice 
Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording 
Secretary,,  and  twenty  Managers,  who  jointly  shall  constitute  an 
Executive  Board,  seven  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  President,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  senior  Vice  Presi- 
dent present,  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and 
Executive  Board,  and  subscribe  their  official  acts.  In  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents,  a  President  pro- 
tempore,  shall  be  appointed  annually. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Association  shall  meet  annually  on  the  Third  Tuesday  in 
October  in  each  year,  fifteen  forming  a  quorum.  And  the  Execu- 
tive Board  shall  meet  at  least  ouce  in  each  month. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  President,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents, shall,  at  the  request  in  writing  often  members,  call  special 
meetings  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Executive  Board  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, lay  before  it  a  full  report  of  its  affairs,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  for  the  last  year,  and  communicate  such  other 
information  as  may  be  considered  useful. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
The  Board  shall  have  full  authority  to  confer  and  correspond 
with  the  Ladies'  Society  and  committees;  to  divide  the  City  and 
County  into  districts;  appoint  an  Agent  or  Agents  with  such  salar- 
ies as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  they 
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may  deem  expedient  to  carry  the  objects  of  the  Association  into 
effect;  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  occur 
in  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  Treasurer  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Board,  and  shall,  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  lay  before  it  a  full  statement 
of  his  accounts,  and  of  the  funds  of  the  Association  ;  and  shall  pay 
all  orders  drawn  by  the  President  under  the  direction  of  the  As- 
sociation or  Board. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Association,  and  of  the  Board;  shall  attest  their  official 
acts,  and  give  notice  of  their  meetings.  In  case  of  his  absence,  a 
Secretary  pro  tempore  shall  be  appointed. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Association,  and  of  the  Board,  shall 
be  under  the  charge  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  members  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  elect  by  ballot  the 
Officers  and  Managers  of  the  Association  to  serve  for  one  year,  and 
until  a  new  Board  shall  be  elected.  Provided,  however,  that  no 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  who  has  not  been  a  member  of  the 
Association  at  least  three  months  prior  to  the  election. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  give  at  least  three  day's  notice, 
in  the  newspapers,  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  election,  and  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  Managers  may  make  any  Rules,  Regulations,  or  By-laws  that 
they  may  think  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  land 
and  tenements,  rents,  annuties,  or  other  hereditaments  and  real 
estate  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  interest  of  money  to  be  lent 
by  them,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  4,  in  and  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 


THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  fudges  of  the  said  Court : — 
T^HE  Union  Benevolent  Association,  a  Corporation  formed  and 


existing  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, respectfully  represents  :— That  by  the  Amended  Constitution  or 
Charter  of  the  said  Corporation,  duly  granted,  and  recorded  in  the 
Office  for  the  Recording  of  Deeds  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  in  Miscellaneous  Book,  J.  A.  H.,  No.  1,  page  471,^ 
etc.,  on  the  fourth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1871,  it  was  provided 
that  the  said  Corporation  should,  among  other  things,  be  capable 
in  law  of  taking,  holding  and  improving,  mortgaging  and  convey- 
ing, any  estate,  real  or  personal,  stocks,  bonds,  mortgages,  and 
other  securities,  the  net  annual  income  of  which  shall  not  exceed 
five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  to  no  other  objects  than 
those  expressed  in  the  said  Charter.  That  the  said  Corporation 
has  for  its  objects  the  mitigation  and  removal  of  distress,  the  pre- 
vention of  the  ills  of  pauperism,  and  providing  employment  and 
instruction  for  the  indigent  and  needy,  and  as  a  corporation  in- 
cluded in  the  first  class  specified  in  Section  2nd  of  an  Act  entitled: 
"  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  and  regulation  of  certain 
corporations,  approved  April  29,  1S74." 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  that  a  special  meeting  of  The 
Union  Benevolent  Association  was  held   at  the  rooms  of  the 


In  the  matter  of  the  Amendment  of  the  Cjiarter  of 


» 


64 


THE  SEMI-CENTENNIAL  ANNIVERSARY  OF 


Association,  ii8  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday, 
December  5,  1876,  at  7)^  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  meeting  having  been 
duly  called  by  the  President,  on  request  of  ten  members  of  the 
Association,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter,  for 
the  purpose  of  authorizing  the  obtaining  of  an  Amendment  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Association,  so  as  to  allow  the  Corporation  to  take, 
hold,  and  convey  real  and  personal  estate,  the  net  income  of  which 
said  real  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  law  :  a 
quorum  of  the  members  being  present  ;  J.  Fisher  Leaming,  Vice. 
President,  in  the  chair,  and  John  H.  Atwood,  Secretary,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  unanimously — 

Resolved: — That  it  is  expedient  to  obtain  an  amendment  to 
Article  I.  of  the  Charter  of  the  said  The  Union  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation, so  as  to  read  :— The  said  corporation  shall  be  capable  in 
law  of  taking,  holding,  improving,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  stocks,  bonds,  mortgages,  and  other  securities,  the  net 
annual  income  of  which  said  re;\l  estate  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  to  no  other  objects  than  those 
expressed  in  the  Charter. 

Resolved : — That  the  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
the  Secretary,  and  Solicitor,  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  make 
and  acknowledge  the  necessary  papers,  and  to  attend  to  all  things 
needful  in  the  obtaining  the  amendment  aforesaid,  with  power  to 
affix  the  seal  of  the  corporation  thereto. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  the  Court  to  allow  and  approve 
of  the  following  Amendment  to  the  said  Charter,  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part  of  the  Charter  of  the  said 
Corporation. 

Amendment  to  Article  I.  of  Charter  of  The  Union  Benevolent 
Association.  The  said  Corporation  shall  be  capable  in  law  of 
taking,  holding,  improving,  mortgaging,  and  conveying  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  stocks,  bonds,  mortgages,  and  other  securities,  the 
net  annual  income  of  which  said  real  estate  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  to  no  other  objects  than  those 
expressed  in  the  Charter.    And  your  petitioners,  etc. 

On  the  sixth  (6)  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  before  me, 
the  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  Phil- 
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adelphia,  personally  appeared  William  A.  Porter,  President,  John 
H.  Atwood,  Secretary,  and  John  B.  Gest,  Solicitor  of  The  Union 
Benevolent  Association,  and  duly  acknowledged  the  aforegoing  in- 
strument of  writing  to  be  their  act  and  deed,  on  behalf  of  The 
Union  Benevolent  Association,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
recorded  according  to  law;  and  the  said  John  H.  Atwood,  being 
duly  affirmed,  did  depose  and  say  that  he  was  present,  and  did  see 
the  common  and  corporate  seal  of  the  said  The  Union  Benevolent 
Association  affixed  to  the  aforegoing  Petition  ;  that  the  same  was  so 
affixed  by  direction  and  authority  of  the  said  Association  ;  and  that 
the  name  of  the  said  William  A.  Porter,  President,  and  John  H. 
Atwood,  Secretary,  and  John  B.  Gest,  Solicitor  of  the  said  Corpo- 
ration, are  in  their  and  each  of  their  proper  handwriting. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  R.  FLETCHER, 

Deputy  Recorder. 

And  now,  to  wit,  this  thirteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1876, 
having  perused  and  examined  the  aforegoing  Amendment,  and 
being  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  alteration  or  amendment  is  law- 
ful and  beneficial,  and  does  not  conflct  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  entitled  :— "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  in- 
corporation and  regulation  of  certain  incorporations,"  approved 
April  29,  1874,  or  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  I, 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  4,  in  and 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  do  hereby  ordain  and 
decree  that  upon  the  recording  of  the  within  application  for  an 
amendment  of  said  Charter,  and  of  this  Decree,  in  the  Office  for 
Recording  Deeds,  etc.,  at  Philadelphia,  the  within  prayed  for 
Amendment  shall  be  decreed  and  taken  to  be  a  part  of  the  Charter 

of  the  said  Corporation.  rr^TTA^n-T^ 

M.  RUSSELL  THAYER. 

Recorded  in  the  Office  for  Recording  Deeds  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  in  Charter  Book,  No.  3,  page  227,  etc. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  twenty-third  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1877.  ^  ^  ^^^^^ 

Recorder. 


BY-LAWS 


FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD  OF 

THE  UNION  BENEVOLENT  ASSOCIATION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Stated  Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  at  seven  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  or  at  such  other  day,  and  hour, 
and  place  as  the  Board  may  appoint. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Special  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, by  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  at  the  written  request  of 
five  members  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows : — 

1.  Calling  the  roll. 

2.  Reading  the  minutes. 

3.  Report  of  the  Treasurer. 

4.  Report  of  the  Agent. 

5.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

6.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

7.  Deferred  business. 

8.  New  business. 

9.  Election. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President : — 

I.  A  Committee  on  Publications  ;  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five 
members,  who  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  month,  from  November  to 
March,  inclusive,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  reports  and  papers 
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intended  for  publication,  and  prepare  and  publish,  from  time  to 
time,  over  the  signatures  of  the  officers  of  the  Association,  such 
publications  or  advertisements  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Execu- 
tive Boal-d.  They  shall  prepare  the  Annual  Report,  which  shall  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  Executive  Board,  at  the  monthly 
meeting  preceding  the  Annual  Meeting. 

2.  A  Committee  of  Conference,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five 
members,  who  shall  confer  with  and  assist  the  Ladies  Branch,  m 
the  carrying  the  objects  of  the  Association  into  execution,  and  re- 
port to  the  Board  at  its  monthly  meetings. 

3.  A  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five 
members,  to  confer  with  the  Treasurer,  and  have  general  super- 
vision of  the  financial  affairs  and  real  estate  of  the  Association. 
They  shall  audit  and  certify  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  annu- 
ally, examine  and  report  upon  all  bills  before  they  are  presented  to 
the  Board  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  They  shall,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Executive  Board,  employ  one  or  more  Collectors;  make 
arrangements  with  them  for  their  compensation,  directing  them  in 
their  applications  for  subscriptions,  examine  their  books,  and,  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  deposit  the  same  in  the  archives  of  the 
Association. 

4.  A  Committee  on  Office  and  Relief,  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
five  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exercise  a  general  super- 
vision over  the  office  and  those  employed  therein.  They  shall 
direct  and  advise  the  Agent  as  to  the  management  of  the  office, 
and  such  other  work  as  may  not  be  delegated  to  ihe  other  Standing 
Committees,  reporting  to  the  Executive  Board  when  occasion  may 
require.  They  shall  make  arrangements  for  frequent  visits  to  the 
office  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  especially  during  the 
months  of  November,  December,  January,  February,  and  March. 
They  shall  select  the  different  stores  for  groceries  and  other  sup- 
plies, and  arrange  for  the  orders  which  may  be  given  for  the  same. 
They  shall  supervise  and  present  the  reports  of  the  Agent  at  the 
Stated  and  other  Meetings  of  the  Executive  Board.  The  male 
Visitors  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  keep  a  regis- 
ter in  the  office  of  all  applicants  for  relief,  with  their  reside  -ices, 
and  particulars  of  the  relief,  if  any  has  been  granted. 
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5.  A  Committee  on  Fuel  and  Stoves,  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
five  members,  who  shall  contract  for  the  purchase  of  fuel  and 
stoves ;  make  arrangements  for  deliveries  of  coal,  by  selecting  de- 
pots in  such  parts  of  the  City  as  shall  insure  proper  and  prompt 
deliveries,  and  they  shall  visit  the  depots  during  the  months  from 
November  to  March,  inclusive;  and  report  monthly  to  the  Board. 

6.  A  Committee  on  Legacies  and  Trusts,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  five  members,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  questions  that 
may  arise  as  to  bequests  to  the  Association.  They  shall  meet 
whenever  called  together  by  the  Chairman,  and  report  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  whenever  occasion  may  require. 

7.  A  Committee  on  Store,  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  mem- 
bers, who  shall  advise  with  the  Ladies  in  the  management  of  the 
Store,  and  report  monthly  to  the  Executive  Board. 

ARTICLE  V. 

1.  Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  presiding 
officer. 

2.  All  Committees  shall  keep  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and 
make  all  their  reports  to  the  Executive  Board  in  writing. 

3.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Committees  a  majority  of  the  members 
shall  be  a  quorum. 

4.  The  President  shall,  "  ex  officio,'"  be  a  consulting  member  of 
the  several  Standing  Committees. 

5.  All  contracts  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  the  Executive  Board  for  approval,  and  the  papers  to  be 
filed  with  the  Secretary. 

6.  All  bills  contracted  by  the  different  Standing  Committees 
shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  before 
they  are  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  examination  and 
approval. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep  a  faithful 
record  of  the  proceedings,  read  each  minute  when  it  is  made,  and 
notify  all  Committees,  through  their  Chairman,  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  its  objects. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Board  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  suitable  persons  to  fill  vacan- 
cies which  may  occur  in  its  body.  A  majority  of  the  members 
present  shall  be  necessary  for  a  choice. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

All  Resolutions  shall  be  offered  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the 
mover,  if  requested  to  do  so  by  any  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

For  all  bills  duly  certified  and  approved  by  the  Board,  orders 
shall  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer,  signed  by  the  President,  and 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  X. 

1.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  custody  of  the  Corporate  Seal,  and 
shall  affix  it  to  such  instruments  as  the  Executive  Board  may  direct. 

2.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  custody  of  the  muniments  of  title, 
and  the  evidences  of  all  investments  and  other  property. 

3.  All  moneys  received  by  Collectors,  or  Agents,  or  donations, 
shall  be  paid  directly  to  the  Treasurer ;  and  any  money  required 
by  the  Agent  for  expenses  of  his  office,  relief  of  the  poor,  and  in- 
cidental expenses,  shall  be  estimated  for  by  the  Agent  every  month, 
and  a  warrant  shall  be  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

No-' alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  made  in  these  By-Laws 
without  notice  of  the  same  at  least  one  month  prior  to  its  consid- 
eration, except  that  the  order  of  business  may  be  suspended  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 

'  '  ■    LADIES'  BRANCH 

OF 

The  Union  Benevolent  Association. 


ARTICLE  I. 

THIS  Association  shall  be  called  The  Ladies'  Branch  of  the 
Union  Benevoleut  Association. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  lady  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Association  who 
shall  aid  in  promoting  its  designs  and  signs  the  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  City  and  Liberties  shall  be  divided  into  a  certain  number  of 
districts  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be,  regard  being  had  to  the 
amount  of  poverty  in  each,  and  each  district  shall  be  sub  divided 
into  small  sections.  A  division  into  an  equal  number  of  sections 
shall  also  be  made  of  such  parts  of  the  City  and  Liberties  as  are 
inhabited  principally  by  persons  who  are  able  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

A  company  of  females  shall  be  formed  for  each  district,  two 
of  whom  shall  be  assigned  as  Visitors  for  each  of  the  first  named 
sections  of  said  district.  To  each  of  these  Visiting  Committees 
shall  be  appropriated  one  of  the  second  named  sections,  (when 
practicable,  in  the  same  district,  or  as  near  it  as  may  be),  from 
which  to  obtain  aid  when  necessary. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

The  Visitors  in  each  district  shall  meet  annually  and  choose  from 
their  own  number  a  District  Committee  not  exceeding  six,  and  not 
more  than  two  of  whom  shall  be  of  one  religious  denomination. 
They  shall  take  a  general  superintendence  of  their  several  dis- 
tricts, confer  with  the  gentlemen's  District  Committees  as  often 
as  such  conference  may  be  deemed  expedient,  and  shall  have  power 
to  fill  their  own  vacancies. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

A  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  iifteen  ladies,  shall  be  an- 
nually elected  in  the  following  manner :— The  Members  of 
District  Committees,  in  the  City  proper,  shall  meet  within  two 
weeks  after  their  election  and  choose  five  ladies  to  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Managers.  In  like  manner  the  members  of  District 
Committees  North  of  Vine  street  shall  meet  and  choose  five  mem- 
bers, and  the  members  of  District  Committees  South  of  Cedar 
street  shall  meet  and  choose  five  members.  In  no  instance  shall 
more  than  two  of  the  five  ladies  be  of  one  denomination.  The 
Board  so  chosen  shall  appoint  their  own  officers,  fill  their  own  va- 
cancies, exercise  a  general  superintendence  over  all  the  District 
Committees,  consult  as  to  matters  interesting  to  the  Association, 
confer  with  the  gentlemen's  Board,  and  report  to  them  quarterly. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  power  to  establish  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  District  Committees,  so  far  as 
they  may  judge  requisite  for  ensuring  concert  and  uniformity  ot 
action  in  carrying  the  plan  into  execution. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered,  but  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  also  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  the  District  Committees  to  be  proposed  at  one 
meeting,  and  acted  upon  at  a  subsequent  meeting  at  a  month's  in- 
terval. 
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